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the Door 


Defend our faith, 
demands PCC 

THE national leadership of the Church of England has been 
criticised by a local Parochial Church Council as weak, over 
what it says are numerous incidents of discrimination against 
the Christian faith. 

The PCC of St Laurence, Winslow, in Buckingham, has 
written to the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Most Revd Dr 
Rowan Williams, expressing fears that ‘a Church that is not 
prepared to stand up for its principles will end up represent- 
ing nothing’. 

Lack of publicly visible defence over incidents such as the 
decision by some councils last year to replace Christmas with 
‘winter festivals’ to avoid offending other faiths, and the ban- 
ning of staff wearing crosses on duty, by British Airways, were 
cited. 

The PCC’s letter states: ‘We need strong words and actions 
from our Christian leaders, and to date this has not been 
forthcoming.’ 

St Laurence’s Churchwarden, John Robbins, told the 
DOOR that PCC members were all accepting of other faiths. 
But the committee believed that Britain is still fundamentally 
a Christian country and practising Christians need to feel sup- 
ported in their values and principles if they are to continue to 
uphold that faith in their daily lives and communities. 

‘We just haven’t seen that happening at the highest level of 
the Church,’ he said.‘Jesus does not invite us to take the “easy 
option” and in his own ministry was certainly not afraid to 
challenge those in authority, particularly given the dependen- 
cy of society at that time, on a highly complex legal system. 
Does that ring any bells?’ 

As the DOOR went to press the PCC had not yet received a 
reply from the Archbishop’s office. 

However members will be heartened by a robust defence of 
the Christian faith by the Archbishop of York, after Plymouth 
City Council’s introduction of Sunday parking fees near two 
of its churches. The Most Revd and Rt Hon John Sentamu, 
has called on Christians to engage in ‘robust but peaceful 
protest’ over the decision. 



Wow! Angels! 


DON’T miss the stunning 50th anniversary production of Aldermaston’s The York Nativity Play (pictured above). 

Director Pat Easton devised the production after being inspired by 12th century St Mary the Virgin Church in the village, and 
has directed it every year since. Generations of families have taken part in the play, including Leslie Woodley (left) who has 
performed every year for 44 years s the Third Shepherd! 

The whole of the church is transformed for the performances, and tickets are in demand. See page 14 for more details 



CHURCH HOUSE 


BOOKSHOP 




ST GARGOYLE'S 

CODE 


Tour Tint Stop for Christian Tooks this Christmas is www.chbookshop.co.uk 
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News 

A Christmas message 
from Bishop Colin 

YOU and I know that, as Christians, and as people, we 
should always care about what is happening to our fellow 
human beings. They all, like us, are unique, special people, 
made in the image of God. But the fact is that, at times, it 
becomes too overwhelming and we feel defeated by the sheer 
scale of the task. 

The fact is that our emotions simply cannot sustain the 
constant battering they receive from the world around us. 
Faced with seemingly endless images and stories of suffering 
and destruction it's not surprising that, sometimes, we want 
to hide and forget about such things. After all, often we have 
more than enough challenges in our immediate lives. 

As we prepare to celebrate Christmas, the stark contrast of 
our lives with those less fortunate than us is more pressing 
than ever. We wonder how we can ever reconcile our abun- 
dance of blessings with the deprivation we see elsewhere. 

And it's at times like this that I take comfort from the fact 
that, sometimes, it all became too much for Jesus too. For he 
was truly man as well as truly God. He too had days when 
he simply wanted to walk away from everything that was 
coming at him, to make space for himself. 

Yet, when he took that path, it was only as a prelude to 
getting stuck in again. To feeling the pain of those around 
him - the sick, the lepers, the unloved and the disadvantaged 
- and to do what he could to respond to their needs and to 
transform their lives. That was, and is, the path of love. 

And, that is what I long to do consistently in my own life. 
However tempting it is, sometimes, to turn inward, I know 
deep down that it just won't do to shut my eyes and hope 
these things will go away. 

And I think that is true for most of us. Every day in our 
diocese I am humbled by the number of people who take the 
path of Jesus, ploughing endless energy and commitment 
into addressing the needs of others in myriad ways. 

Now, as we look to the challenges that the New Year will 
undoubtably bring, in our own lives and that of our fellow 
human beings, we won't go far wrong if we remember the 
words of the Prophet, Micah, who centuries ago called upon 
his generation to 'Act justly, love mercy and walk humbly 
with God.' 

4- 


Calendar fun at Fernham 


THE men of Fernham, in 
Oxfordshire, have been bar- 
ing more than just their souls 
to their vicar in the past few 
months... A cheeky calendar 
has been produced to raise 
funds for ‘Project Inspire’, 
which will develop a centre 
for the rural community at St 
John’s Church. 

The Revd Richard Hancock 
was right behind the venture 
- and behind the lens for the 
Calendar Girls-syle shots. 
Here, Mr March gives us a 
glimpse of what to expect. 



Synod assured over bishop’s appointment 


AT the Diocesan Synod on 
18 November, the Bishop of 
Dorchester assured mem- 
bers that the process for 
appointing the Bishop of 
Oxford’s successor was pro- 
ceeding normally (if rather 
slowly). He acknowledged 


the frustration that many 
are feeling at present but 
stressed that he hoped this 
would not detract from the 
welcome our new bishop 
will receive when his 
appointment is announced 
in the next few weeks. 


Hospital chaplaincy service safe 


GOOD news from the 
Oxford Radcliffe Hospitals 
NHS Trust over the fate of 
their hospital chaplaincy 
service. 

In October a spokesman 
for the Trust told the DOOR 
that a review of the service 
would be carried out before 
the two chaplains who were 
leaving were replaced. 


Despite the news, outgo- 
ing chaplain Nick 
Fennemore was optimistic 
that the Trust would do its 
best to retain the service. 

The Trust confirmed this 
week that the posts have 
now been advertised and 
applicants are being short- 
listed. 


Bracknell lay ministers in pilot project 


THREE licensed lay ministers 
in Bracknell have been 
authorised to take funerals 
after Christmas. 

The pilot project, thought 
to be the first of its kind in 
the country, aims to help 
meet the high number of 
requests for funerals which 
have been swamping clergy. 

The Rt Revd Stephen 
Cottrell, Bishop of Reading, 
told the DOOR that the 
three lay ministers had been 
chosen very carefully, and 
the diocese would monitor 


Reflective service 

BEREAVEMENT support 
group, Reflections, is hoping 
to repeat its successful 
Service of Remembrance in 
Dorchester Abbey on Sunday 
10 December at 2.30pm. 

The response to last year's 
non-denominational service 
clearly showed a need for 
such an event. The service is 
open to all who have been 
affected in some way by the 
death of a child, young person 
or adult before their time. 


Stars support concert 
for children’s hospital 

JASON Donovan, Sue Lawley 
and Rory Bremner are special 
guest readers at a Christmas 
concert in aid of the Oxford 
Children's Hospital. The con- 
cert is at Dorchester Abbey on 
Thursday 7 December at 
7.30pm. Tickets cost from £20- 
£60. Call 01865 558165. 


the project’s success and any 
problems closely. There were 
no plans to roll it out across 
the diocese. 

Suzanne Ackford, Sue 
Halls and Tracey Williams, 
all parishioners of Holy 
Trinity Church, have 
received intensive training 
for the role. 

Suzanne acknowledged that 
some people might want a 
funeral to be led traditional- 
ly by a vicar, but said feed- 
back so far had been sup- 
portive. 


Crib in the Cathedral 

A CRIB service features for 
the first time in the 
Christmas celebrations at 
Christ Church Cathedral this 
year. The candlelit service for 
all the family is at 4pm on 23 
December. For a full timetable 
of Christmas services at the 
Cathedral see the DOORpost on 
page 15. 


The Revd A Peacocke 

The Revd Canon Arthur 
Peacocke has died, aged 81. 
Mr Peacocke was founder 
and the first director of the 
Ian Ramsay Centre for 
Interdisciplinary Study of 
Religious Beliefs in Relation 
to the Sciences and Medicine 
at Oxford University's 
Theology faculty. 

In 2001 he was awarded the 
Templeton Prize for Progress 
in Religion. 
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View points 

Women bishops 
- yes or no? 

Where do you stand in the Church of England's ongoing debate 
about welcoming women to the episcopate? General Synod wants 
us all to discuss the issue widely before a decision is made. 

To highlight some of the many strands of the debate the DOOR, 
over four issues, has invited people to state their case succinctly, as 
a starting point for discussion. This month we look at the theologi- 
cal arguments. 

Let us know your views and questions by writing to Editor, the 
DOOR, Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, 0X2 ONB. 

Bishops as corporate persons 


By the Revd Mark Chapman 
A GOOD thing about the recent debates on 
women bishops is that it has stimulated 
thought on the nature of the episcopate in 
general. This was one of the best things about 
the Bishop of Rochester’s report ‘Women 
Bishops in the Church of England?’ (Church 
House Publishing, 2004). There is, after all, 
not much point in having women bishops if 
we don’t know what bishops are for. 

Most theological thinking has looked at 
bishops as a focus for unity over time and in 
a particular place. But what is conspicuously 
lacking in most of the literature has been dis- 
cussion of how episcopacy - the Greek word 
for oversight or superintendence - has actual- 
ly been practised in the Church of England. 

A careful study of Reformation history 
reveals that bishops were retained in England 
principally not on theological grounds, but 
because it was easier to ensure conformity 
through state-appointed officials! 

But nowadays things have changed. With 
synodical government, bishops exercise their 


oversight only in 
conjunction with 
synods and col- 
leagues. This cor- 
porate aspect of 
episcopacy has yet 
to be explored the- 
ologically. But it 
means that the continuity of the church with the 
church of the apostles is no longer expressed 
solely through one person, but through a col- 
lection of people and institutions - so, episco- 
pacy as practised in the Church of England 
already embraces men and women. If that is 
the case then the bishop entrusted with the 
sacramental acts of ordaining and confirming 
on behalf of that Church is merely the first 
among equals - and could be man or woman. 
Mark Chapman is vice-principal of Rip on 
College Cuddesdon and author of Anglicanism: 
A Very Short Introduction (OUP, 2006). 

See his essay ( The Myths of Episcopacy ’ in 
James Rigney (ed.). Women and the Episcopate 
( Affirming Catholicism , 2006). 



Should we risk damaging the unity of the episcopate? 


By the Revd Dr Jonathan Baker 

WHAT do Anglicans believe about the 
Church? That is the question we need to ask 
as we debate the possible ordination of 
women as bishops. Bishops are called to be 
those around whom priests and people gath- 
er, and who link together (through their rela- 
tionships one with another) the whole church 
in one communion. Their 
special ministry is to be the 
focus of unity. 

A divided episcopate - 
one in which the college of 
bishops was fractured 
could not exercise that min- 
istry of unity. The unity of 
the Church of England was put under strain 
when women were ordained to the presbyter- 
ate, but it was not broken. Ordaining women 
to the episcopate would widen, perhaps 
irreparably, the division between those who 
accept this new r development, and those who, 
for sound theological reasons, cannot do so. 
Could our church accommodate this further 
division, without hampering our common 
witness to the nation? 

What of our relationships with other 


churches? The historic episcopate, carefully 
conserved by the English Reformers, is one of 
the defining characteristics of Anglicanism 
which binds us into the life and mission of 
God’s one, holy, catholic and apostolic 
church. The episcopate is not something 
which belongs to the Church of England 
alone. It is a gift which we have received from 
the Church universal, and which we share 
with our ecumenical part- 
ners who have also retained 
the apostolic ministry, and 
who constitute, overwhelm- 
ingly, the largest Christian 
communions worldwide. 

Our bishops are, at pres- 
ent, a visible sign of the 
unity we share with those other Christian 
families and churches: a unity which is - 
regrettably - as yet incomplete. We owe it to 
ourselves not to make a move which would so 
decisively curtail that long and patient pil- 
grimage towards the visible unity of the 
whole Church for which Our Lord prayed. 
The Revd Fr Jonathan Baker is principal of 
Pusey House, St Cross College, University of 
Oxford's Faculty of Theology. 


Could our church accom- 
modate this further divi- 
sion without hampering 
- common witness to the 
nation? 


Christ became human, not man 


By Harriet Harris 

THE theologically significant point of the 
Incarnation is not that Jesus became man but 
that he became human - for ‘that which was 
not assumed cannot be saved’. But closing 
certain orders to women strains the credibili- 
ty of that conviction, implying that men are, 
in some theologically significant way, more 
like Christ than women. 

While this is never stated explicitly, it is 
promulgated in views that only men can rep- 
resent Christ at the altar, and in teachings 

Closing certain orders to 
women. ..implies that men are, in 
some theologically significant way, 
more like Christ than women. 


about male headship, in which it is believed 
that men as ministers, husbands, or fathers 
are called to exercise an authority analagous 
to the authority of God or Christ. 

The former view focuses the representation 
of Christ at the Eucharist upon the priest, 
rather than upon the bread and wine, or upon 
the communicants who come together as the 
body of Christ. Headship concerns imply a 
kind of leadership which is not relevant to the 
role of bishops in the Church of England, 
whose authority is limited by synods and by 
the State. 


Our current 
practice of 

ordaining a sub- 
set of deacons and 
priests, whom the 
Church cannot 
call to the min- 
istry of bishop, 
fractures the his- 
toric three-fold 
pattern of ministry, and causes our ecumeni- 
cal partners to look askance at our theology 
of ordination. We compromise the integrity 
of our Anglican orders. Other churches within 
the Anglican Communion, including those in 
Africa, have not made this mistake. They 
agreed to ordaining women as deacons, and 
simultaneously to ordaining women as priests 
and bishops. 

Sometimes the Church is called to act 
before it can take everyone with it. Multiple 
instances in scripture and tradition show this 
to be the case, including taking the Gospel to 
the Gentiles, overriding the practice of cir- 
cumcision, developing the office of bishop, 
and renouncing slavery. Would we suggest 
that the Church should have waited for a 
greater, unspecified degree of reception before 
acting on any of these convictions? 

Harriet Harris is chaplain at Wadham 
College, Oxford and teaches Theology and 
Philosophy in the University of Oxford. She 
is author of Fundamentalism and 
Evangelicals (Oxford University Press). 
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CHURCH of ENGLAND 


THE ORIGINAL CHURCH NEWSPAPER ESTABLISHED IN 1828 


NEWSPAPER 


The Perfect way to keep all ■ *** "7 

your appointments in view! II I I \w II / 

The Church of England 

Newspaper Diary 2006 includes Notable Dates for the whole year, including important 
dates in the Church calendar, a year planner, and even a wine vintage chart. Full colour 
wold maps, a national rail network map and a London Underground map appear along- 
side, making it an invaluable resource. In royal blue ft presents the diary in a week-to- 
view format. At only £3.90 (including post and packaging), it makes an ideal diary for he 
active Christian, and it makes an even better gift. Why not buy one for yourself and 
another for a friend? 

To order , fill in youf details below and send with a cheque or postal order made payable to 
The Church of England Newspaper, and we will despatch your order in plenty of time for 
Christmas. 


n 

Your name: 


Address: 


Postcode: 


Name for gift 
diary: 


Address: 


Postcode: 

Please send your order, with money, to Church of England Newspaper Diary, Central 
House, 142 Central Street, London, EC1V 8AR. Order must be received by December 13 to 
ensure delivery before Christmas. Please allow 28 days for delivery, although we will 
endeavour to fulfill orders much sooner. 
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People & places 



A cold night out 

BLOXHAM youth group, SoulShaper, from St Mary’s 
Church, have gone one step further than exploring the 
issue of homelessness, with first-hand experience of losing 
four walls and a bed for the night. 

Sleeping in a field at the local school farm they were 
able to retreat to a gazebo when the heavens opened, later 
agreeing it must be far worse to be cold, lonely and hun- 
gry with nowhere to go. 

The group will use their reflections on the night in the 
Homelessness Sunday service on 28 January. For more 
information about Homelessness Sunday and the service, 
call The Homelessness Sunday Partnership on 020 7723 
7273. or see www.justhousing.org.uk/homelessness-sunday. 
The theme this year is No Home - No Justice. 


Mike goes that extra mile for charity 


LOCAL man, Mike Partridge has put himself 
through ii miles of ‘hell’ in aid of Oxford 
based Christian charity. Opportunity 
International. 

Mike, 22, from Drayton, Abingdon, suc- 
cessfully completed the adventure race ‘Hell 
Down South’ in Hampshire, and raised over 
£8oo for the charity which tackles global 
poverty through microfinance. 

Completing the race in one hour and 45 
minutes Mike said he was shattered but 


happy: ‘At times we had to wade through 
waist high pools of mud; it was surprisingly 
enjoyable!’ 

A member of St Aldate’s Church, Oxford, 
Mike still hopes to achieve his fundraising 
target of £1,000 to help the charity, saying: 
‘With an average loan size in Asia of just £45, 
raising a further £200 would go a long way.’ 

If you would like to sponsor Mike, visit his 
online fundraising webpage: www.justgiv- 
ing.com/hellrunner 


READERS’ NOTICE BOARD 

KW4 FIBREGLASS KAYAK, excellent condition plus paddles, spray deck and skeg 
£1 35 - a bargain! 01 344 762095 

ELECTRIC ORGAN suitable for small church. One manual. Swell pedal only. 

Good working condition. Free (or donation welcome) You pay carriage. 

01235 767380 

CHOIR ROBES off white, hooded alb and red scapula + 4 each liturgical colours, size 
6-14, approx 35. Donation welcome. 01491 671424 

MACULAR DEGENERATION OPTELEC used colour reading machine - read 
again! New £2,300 for sale at £1,500 - 01295 690688/07958 557556 

EXCELLENT ALL-WOOL RUG/RUNNER made by Hines of Oxford - free to 
good home! Approx 6m long x 80cm wide. Ideal for long hall way. As new. More 
details or to arrange viewing, please 01865 340598 


Something for nothing - first come, first served! 

Advertise household articles for sale or donation in The Door, or send personal 
messages of congratulations or sympathy to friends and family - all for free! 
Simply fill in the form below and return it to us - well do the rest. 

Name 

Address 


Post Code 

Telephone number 

Item/offer or description or message - up to a maximum of 20 words. 


Post to: 

The Door, 4th Floor, Central House, 142 Central Street, 
London, EC1 V 8AR 

Space is limited and is offered on a strictly first come, first served basis. 
This is a reader service and does not extend to business sales of any sort. 


O Come all ye faithful 



From l-r Michael, Katherine, Rebecca, Elizabeth and Christopher photo Frank Blackwell 


YOU won’t find many of the Billinghurst fam- 
ily in the pews of St John the Baptist Church, 
Cookham Dean, this Christmas. But only 
because the majority of them will be taking 
their place in the church choir stalls, in what 
is becoming a musical family tradition. 

Like Mum, Nicky, and her sisters before 
them, all five of the Billinghurst children are 
valued members of the choir, from Michael 
(18) and Rebecca (16) to Christopher (14), 
Katherine (11) and Elizabeth (seven). And all, 
except Elizabeth who is too young, have 
gained Bishop Chorister awards. 

Nicky told the DOOR: ‘My father, the 
Revd John Copping, was vicar of the church 


for 32 years and my sisters and I all enjoyed 
singing in the choir as we were growing up. 
It’s lovely that the children have all shown an 
interest in becoming choristers and I’m told 
they have good voices. It is becoming quite a 
family affair.’ 

The choir practises and performs under the 
experienced eye of choirmaster and organist 
David Colthup, who has been in position for 
more than 40 years. 

David says: ‘We have 16 juniors and 12 
seniors and I work them quite hard, but we 
are rewarded with some beautiful music.’ 

As well as the special Christmas services the 
choir sings an anthem each Sunday. 


Ethical shopping 
this Christmas 

INDULGE in some ethical 
Christmas shopping on 
Saturday 2 December 10am 
- 4pm at Exeter Hall, 
Kidlington, with the village's 
second ecumenically organ- 
ised Christmas Fair Trade 
Fair. 

We are promised an 
Aladdin's Cave of fairly trad- 
ed delights from specialist 
coffees and teas to silver- 
work, woodcarving, fashion, 
silk and leather goods. 


You're never too old 

THE Bishop of Dorchester, 
The Rt Revd. Colin Fletcher, 
visited the Lower Windrush 
Benefice on 29 October to 
celebrate a service of 
Confirmation and Reception 
into Communion of the 
Church of England for six 
young people and two octoge- 
narians. Albert attends St 
Giles' Church Standlake and 
Lily has lived in Stanton 
Harcourt and Northmoor all 
her life. Both agreed they were 
delighted to finally take the 
plunge. 


Peace in Wales 

TREADING in the footsteps of 
pilgrims, worshippers from the 
Cookhams benefice travelled 
to South Wales recently, 
where they celebrated the 
Eucharist in three different 
cathedrals, explored parish 
churches, and visited Tintern 
Abbey. Pilgrim, Ann Howard, 
told the DOOR: v We were all 
touched and inspired by the 
beauty and history of the 
buildings we visited. We all 
came away hoping to find 
greater holiness and more 
peace in our busy lives.' 


iHh 

J L Eco-column 

Strange, isn't it, that our images of 
Christmas all invoke warmth, lights, huge 
meals, piled up presents: consumption on a 
vast scale. All those things involve burning 
fuel, emitting disproportionate amounts of 
carbon. Slowly the penny is beginning to 
drop that we cannot go on like this. Our 
western consumption has changed the 
world more in the last hundred years than 
it changed in the preceding half million 
years. The Stern report, just released as I 
write, does not argue the science any longer 
or even the morals, but looks at the eco- 
nomics. It foresees a world where any 
release of carbon has to be taxed, where 


casual travel will be a thing of the past, 
where our carbon emissions have to be 
pegged to some 10% of current levels. 

Believe me, I don't want to spoil 
Christmas for you, one of the greatest and 
most moving of Christian festivals. But it 
doesn't have to be a season of gross con- 
sumption. The first Christmas certainly was 
not: a poor family were simply grateful for 
a humble shelter. And what we really value 
about the season - the warmth of human 
friendship, the brief respite from the pres- 
sures of working life, freedom to take stock 
- these things need cost very little in money 
or carbon emissions. Remember that loveli- 
est of Christmas songs: “Enough for him 
whom angels worship night and day, a 
breast full of milk, a manger full of hay”. 
Enough. Happy Christmas! 

Ian James is Diocesan Environment Advisor 
and NSM in the Winkfield Benefice. 
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God in the life of. . . 

The Entertainer 

If our shopping centres are anything to go by it seems that 
Christmas has been with us since September, and it's fair to say the 
emphasis there has been on secular festivities. But don't despair. 
One High Street toy retailer in our diocese is proving that prayer 
and profit can be successful partners, as Sally Jarman reports. 


WHEN Gary Grant opened his first toyshop 
in Amersham, Buckinghamshire, in May 
1981 he candidly admits he was focused on 
retail success and not much else. Having put 
everything he and wife, Kath, had into the 
venture it was sink or swim and he was deter- 
mined not to go under. 

Unable to afford staff, together they chose 
and ordered stock, stacked shelves and served 
customers. And with Kath heavily pregnant 
with their first child as the Christmas rush 
took hold, Gary admits it was a tough time. 

Today, The Entertainer is one of the 
region's favourite toyshop chains. 

Drive and business acumen are undoubted- 
ly key in his success, but along the way Gary 
has discovered a new motivation that has 
changed his life both at home and at work. 

'I looked around the hall at about 
60 men, and was surprised that I 
recognised lots of them, and that 
they weren't weird, with two 
heads.' 


He recalls: 'In the Autumn of 1986, when 
she was pregnant with our third child, Kath 
began to pursue her faith. I must admit that I 
wasn't overly supportive. In fact I was antag- 
onistic and uninterested, and for four years I 
only went to Church with her at Christmas 
and Easter, and only then under sufferance. 

'Then, in 1991, Kath bought me a ticket 
for a Christian Men's Breakfast at St 
Leonard's Church, Chesham Bois. For what- 
ever reason, and completely out of character 
(as work usually came first), I decided to go. 
And when I got there, late, I looked around 
the hall at about 60 men, and was surprised 
that I recognised lots of them and that they 
weren't weird, with two heads.' 

His first preconception already shattered, 
Gary then found the talk dealt with 'real, live 
action, Christianity' unlike anything he had 
been taught at school, where he had dis- 
missed it as history and irrelevant to his life. 

'There was a presence and a peace about 
the speaker, Barry, and he told really simple 
stories about how the power of God, through 
the Holy Spirit, guided him through his life 
and through certain situations. As a non- 
believer I found it amazing to hear this man 
saying, with examples, that God could 
choose to intervene in situations and make 
the impossible possible.' 

Gary says he couldn't get Barry's words out 
of his head and, looking back, can see God's 
guiding hand in his urge to find out more. 

He says: 'It was awesome, God knows each 
one of us personally and he knew that I was 
a black and white person and was never 
going to read myself into the Kingdom. So he 
kept showing me in ways I would under- 
stand, until I could finally see that his way 
was Truth and I should be following him.' 

And, the impact of Gary's new-found faith 
was felt by all those around him. 

He says: 'It affected everything. Living the 
way God wants us to affected how I did busi- 
ness, and how I was at home, with Kath and 


with the children. 

'Ed go as far as to say it saved my marriage, 
making me value my family more and chal- 
lenging my work/family balance.' 

Out of the window went long-hour, seven- 
day working weeks, as the family began to 
worship in church each Sunday and spend 
more time together. For several years he and 
Kath joined the Soul Survivor worship team 
and the 'awesome' event became part of the 
family calendar. 

He says now: 'I wish all of my children 
could have had the upbringing my youngest 
son has had with Jesus in their lives from day 
one.' However, he is delighted that all three 
children have found their own faith as they 
have grown and the family remain close. 

But what of business? Can a toyshop 
owner satisfy his customers and his God - 
especially in the modern-day pre-Christmas 
rush? 

Gary says: 'Three months into being a 
Christian I was really struggling with com- 
bining the ideals of faith and business. Then I 
spoke to an accountant friend at church who 
told me that we all have areas of influence 
where we can bear witness. Mine is in the 
retail industry through my business. 

His first act at work was to ban swearing - 
including his own which, he says, was quite a 
feat. 

'Now I run the business in a way that 
upholds my Christian principles, and when 
I'm unsure I pray for guidance. God never 
leaves me wondering.' 

x Now I run the business in a way 
that upholds my Christian princi- 
ples, and when I'm unsure I pray 
for guidance. God never leaves me 
wondering/ 

His three main areas of concern are with 
products; honesty and transparency in com- 
pany practices and accounting; and Sunday 
trading. And he’s not afraid to challenge per- 
ceived retail wisdom when it conflicts with 
his beliefs. * 

'Since the early 1990s we haven't sold 
Halloween goods. We used to, until a 
Christian lady challenged me one day, saying 
that we shouldn't encourage children to play 
with darkness, and that the Lord would bless 
our business in other ways if we stopped. 

'She articulated her faith so well. She lived 
the life rather than just talking about it. I 
decided she was right - the Bible is quite spe- 
cific about it - so we stopped.' 

He also refuses to open on Sundays, to 
keep the Sabbath holy. Surely a retail disaster 
in the run up to Christmas? 

Not so says Gary. His customers respect his 
position and last Christmas was one of the 
chain's busiest. Besides, shoppers love the 
full-size nativity scenes in the shop windows, 
providing a change from the snow and tinsel 
of other outlets. 

His success is no mystery, Gary says: 'God 
said he will honour those who honour him, 
and I believe he does in so many ways.' 


Advent 

Online 

Don’t miss the chance to 
hear more from Gary by 
logging on to the Church of 
England’s first online 
Advent Calendar. 

Also from our diocese you’ll 
find Buckingham postman, 
Howard Fox, and 
Oxfordshire donkey sanctu- 
ary founder John McClaren 
featured behind the doors. 
They join 21 other 
Christians explaining what 
the Christmas season means 
to them as they prepare to 
celebrate in their own way. 
The aim is to present 
glimpses of how the birth of 
Jesus still impacts on people 
today. 

Visitors to the site will also 
be encouraged to find out 
where their nearest church 
is through the 'A Church 
Near You' website, and 
explore more about 
Christianity through a link 
to the Tejesus.co.uk' web- 
site. 

Visit the Advent Calendar at 
www.adventstories.org 



Toy retailer and committed Christian, Gary Grant, prepares for 
the Christmas rush. Photo Frank Blackwell 




Oxford Aunts Care 

. Established 1967 , 


Oxford Aunts Live-in Services 

~ for clients who need help or care at home ~ 

ML Live-in Housekeeper/Carers 
for several weeks or Longer-term over several mont 

For further details please contact 
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View from here 


The scourge of feminism? 


A round 
Christmas pud- 
ding with a 
robin on the 
top; a beautiful 
middle-eastern 
desert with a 
distant camel; a 
cartoon commu- 
nity of fat little 
monks brewing 
their Christmas tipple; a 
crib with its overhead star; 
luscious pine trees with 
glistening snow; multi- 
coloured polka dots on a 
gold background. I’ve had 
Christmas cards with each 
of these images. Which is 
‘Christian’ and which is 
not? 

As Christmas approach- 
es, ‘sacred’ and ‘secular’ are 
again, it seems, pitted 
against one another. This 
time the row is over - of all 
things - Christmas postage 
stamps. 

A Church of England 
spokesman was reported to 
have expressed disappoint- 
ment that the stamps this 
year have ‘no Christian 
message’, while the Royal 
Mail defended their choice 
of Santa for First Class on 
the grounds that they alter- 
nate each year between 
‘sacred’ and ‘secular’ 
images. 2006 is apparently 
a ‘secular’ year. 

Are not both these posi- 
tions theologically inade- 
quate? It was the sociolo- 
gist of religion Emile 
Durkheim who famously 
defined the difference 
between the sacred and the 
profane. The latter is that 
which ‘belongs to the 
everyday world’, while the 



by 

Alison Webster 


former goes 
beyond the 
everyday - it is 
mysterious, awe- 
some, ‘holy’, 
evoking rever- 
ence, fascination 
and a peculiar 
dread. 

Postage 
stamps are, of 
course, as everyday as it’s 
possible to be, though 
images (even those on 
postage stamps) have the 
potential to point us to 
what is ‘beyond’. 

Surely the heart of the 
Christian message is that 
by the very act of being 
born - becoming human - 
God transgressed, once and 
for all, the boundary 
between the ‘sacred’ and 
the ‘profane’. 

No longer is there an 
‘everyday world’ from 
which God is absent, and 
special sacred spaces, 
places and people in whom 
God is present. The effect 
of the incarnation is that 
now everything and every- 
one is ‘charged with the 
grandeur of God’. 

It’s all a question of dis- 
cernment. Is it easier to dis- 
cern a ‘Christian message’ 
in a little picture of a crib 
and a star than that of a 
jolly Santa perched on a 
chimney pot? Perhaps. But 
unless we can discern God 
in everything, I somehow 
think we’ve missed the big- 
ger picture of what 
Christmas is all about. 

Alison Webster is Social 
Responsibility Adviser to 
Oxford Diocese. 


Clergy News 

The Revd Duncan Carter, Vicar, 
Holy Trinity Henley and Area 
Dean of Henley has resigned as 
Area Dean; The Revd Charles 
Card-Reynolds, Curate, St Mark 
& Holy Trinity Reading, is to be 
Vicar, St Bartholomew at 
Stamford Hill, Hackney; The 
Revd Martin Cawte, NSM St 
Mary the Virgin, Greenham, 
Newbury Deanery, is to be NSM, 
Hermitage Team with responsibil- 
ity for St Mary & St Nicholas 
Compton, Newbury Deanery; The 
Revd Jill Chatfield, Team Vicar, 
Crowmarsh Gifford, Wallingford 
Team Ministry, has resigned; 

The Revd David Childs, Team 
Vicar, Witney (Team Ministry), is 
to be Team Rector, Witney (Team 
Ministry); The Revd Henry 
Everett, Vicar, All Saints 
Reading, is to be Priest in 
Charge, St Mary Magdalene, 
Paddington; The Revd Graham 


Foulis Brown, Rector, 
Rotherfield Pepparcf and 
Kidmore End and Sonning 
Common, is to be also Area Dean 
of Henley; The Revd Tom 
Honey, Priest in Charge, Holy 
Trinity, Headington Quarry, is to 
be Canon Treasurer & Pastor, 
Exeter Cathedral; The Revd 
Elizabeth Macfarlane, Assistant 
Curate, St Michael & All Angels, 
Watford, is to be Team Vicar, Gt 
Marlow w Marlow Bottom, Little 
Marlow & Bisham; The Revd 
Canon Arthur Peacocke, 
Honorary Canon Emeritus of 
Christ Church Cathedral, has 
died; The Revd Geoffrey 
Pinnock, Permission to Officiate 
in the Oxford Diocese, has died; 
The Revd Rosalind Rutherford, 
Assistant Curate, Earley St Peter, 
is to be Team Vicar, Basingstoke 
Team Ministry; The Revd Lynn 
Trainor, Assistant Curate All 
Saints Church, Ascot Heath, has 
resigned. 


The cure of one soul 

Reflections of a Bishop’s chaplain 


In January, Bishop's chaplain, the Revd Michael 
Brierley, leaves the diocese to become priest-in- 
charge of Tavistock and Gulworthy, in Devon's 
diocese of Exeter. 

For five years Michael was chaplain to the Rt 
Revd Richard Harries, who retired this summer 
after 19 years as Bishop of Oxford. 

Here, he reflects on his time in the role. 


MOST clergy have the 'cure' of several 
thousand souls, whether in a parish or 
an institution. Domestic chaplains are 
unusual in having the cure of just one 
soul - in this case, an episcopal soul. 
This is a privilege - affording close 
insights into church and diocesan life, 
as well as offering its own distinctive 
challenges. 

People often ask me what a bishop's 
chaplain does, just as they often ask 
parish priests what they do in the week. 

Like parish work, it's a job of 
great variety: first and fore- 
most is prayer for the bishop 
(so that at least one person is 
praying for him!). 

Like parish work, it's a job of great 
variety: first and foremost is prayer for 
the bishop (so that at least one person is 
praying for him!); then office-based 
administration; assisting the bishop 
with pastoral work, with research, and 
on some social occasions; representing 
him on some bodies; and acting as litur- 
gical chaplain, and also as his driver 
(Bishop Richard saved costs by not hav- 
ing a separate chauffeur). 

When I was being interviewed as an 
ordinand for a curacy in the Diocese of 
Salisbury, the Bishop of Salisbury said 
to me: 'Each of us needs to have an idea 
of what being a deacon and a priest are 
about. I see it this way ...' 

He went on to say that God in Christ 
does two things: he shares our life and 
he changes it. This, he said, is what 
every Christian is called to do: to share 



people's lives, and 
to change them. 

He said that peo- 
ple are made deacon 
to emphasise the 
sharing side, and 
ordained priest to 
point to the trans- 
forming side. 

It's a helpful 
model for thinking 
about the 'cure' of 
the bishop's 'soul'. 

Much of the work is 
'diaconal', quietly 

sharing the bishop's The Revd Michael Brierley with Bishop Richard and the Most 
life and supporting Revd Dr Rowan Williams, Archbishop of Canterbury at the 
him by doing what Cuddesdon anniversary in 2004. Photo: www.davidfisher.co.uk 


needs doing. But 
there is also a 'priestly' side to it, saying 
or doing something that offers the pos- 
sibility of changing situations (hopeful- 
ly) for the better. 

I have many memories of the last five 
years, not least my first Sunday morning 
with the bishop, when I drove him to a 

On the same journey I man- 
aged to annoy another driver 
such that he wound down his 
window and shouted obsceni- 
ties at the bishop, with a 
matching hand action. 

confirmation in Reading. 

It took a while to get used to the sen- 
sitivity of the brakes on his official car, 
effectively providing him with an emer- 
gency stop at each junction, the papers 
on the briefcase on his lap each time fly- 


ing forward into the footwell. 

On the same journey I managed to 
annoy another driver such that he 
wound down his window and shouted 
obscenities at the bishop, with a match- 
ing hand action. 

I also vividly remember the very 
speedy drive to a hospital in London 
one Sunday afternoon when the news 
came through that David Goldie, the 
Archdeacon of Buckingham, was dying, 
and ringing round the bishop's senior 
staff later in the day to tell them that 
David had died. 

Having much enjoyed my time as 
bishop's chaplain (I will greatly miss the 
laughter of the bishop's senior staff 
meetings, and the conviviality of 
Diocesan Church House), I am now 
looking forward to the cure of several 
thousand souls in Devon. 

A longer version of Michael's reflections 
appears in the journal Contact. 


The Word ...Live in Windsor 


by Sally Jarman 

MOST people read the Bible bit by bit 
over a number of years. But in Windsor 
recently The Bishop of Reading joined 
actor Rob Brydon and many others in a 
marathon attempt to read the Bible 
from start to finish in a week. 

From Genesis to Revelation, the read- 
ing continued for six days at St John the 
Baptist Church, High Street, Windsor, 
and proved a popular venture, with 
many people responding to fliers sent 
out to publicise the event. 

Organiser, Simon Kerr was enthusias- 
tic about the success. He told the 


DOOR: 'The event was supported 

across the Windsor Team to a magnifi- 
cent extent, and it is clear that we will 
have to work more together in the 
future. 

'Some money was raised for the 
church, but that was not the main 
objective, nor the measure of success. 

'What is fantastic is that 203 readers 
took part over the week. At least four 
people I know of, that were formerly 
involved with the church but not 
engaged recently, came back to church 
to participate. Many casual visitors to 
the church had broad smiles when they 


realised what they had bumped into!' 

Among the readers were the Bishop of 
Reading, the Archdeacon of Berkshire, 
the Area Dean, individuals and groups 
from Churches Together in Windsor, 
and actors including Sue Holderness 
(Marlene in Only Fools and Horses) and 
Rob Brydon who was married in the 
church only a few weeks before. 

Simon said: 'Many readers, having 
read once, were keen to read again. The 
Word of the Lord is powerful, and He 
touches people in ways that we cannot 
on our own. We will definitely do it 
again.' 
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Comment 


to the editor 


Reclaiming Christmas 


As Christmas hoves 
into view once more 
I'm embarrassed to 
say that for some in 
our household the 
Argos catalogue is 
being treated with a 
reverence more befit- 
ting of the Bible. 

I haven't given in. I 
gamely plug away at 
the 'wider picture' idea 
and protest that this isn't what 
Christmas is about. And, while 
we're at it, ruthless marketing 
means that secular Christmas 
lasts roughly from July to 
December; which is agonising- 
ly long. 

And the children dutifully 
look solemn, before finishing 
another revised Christmas list. 

I've taken to spot checking 
them on the Nativity story too, 
just to make sure they haven't 
suffered a total RE bypass. 

To my relief, they know the 
answers, but I fear that when 
my back is turned, so are their 
heads, by the latest bombard- 
ment of TV toy ads. And 
they're not even particularly 
consumer-minded! 

It's not just the children. 
Talking with family and 
friends about what they're 
doing at Christmas, the last 
thing on most of their minds is 
going to Church. I crumble 
too, getting caught up in what 
to put in the advent calendar 
pockets, rather than focusing 
on Advent itself. 

So, what to do to reclaim 
Christmas, and our souls, for 


God? I was 
impressed, talking 
to a colleague the 
other day, that his 
family have agreed 
on just a small pres- 
ent each this 
Christmas, and a 
day spent together 
in worship, and 
enjoyment of each 
other's company. 

'What do the children 
think?' I asked in awe. 

Apparently they've talked 
through the issues and it's ok. 

It's a great example to me. 
But I think it might be too 
much too soon for my family 
this year. So I'm starting small, 
but with action rather than 
words. As Bishop Colin says in 
his Christmas message on page 
2, and as demonstrated by the 
woman who persuaded toy 
seller Gary Grant to stop sell- 
ing Halloween goods, see page 
5, it's what we do as Christians 
in our everyday lives that 
makes the difference to our 
world and those around us. 

As a family we're sitting 
down this week with some 
more catalogues - from chari- 
ties such as Send a Cow, and 
the Good Gift Guide - to find 
out what people less fortunate 
than us need, and how we're 
going to help. 

And as we plan our 
Christmas diary we'll be mak- 
ing time for praise as well as 
presents. 

Wishing you peace this 
Christmas and New Year. 



Clergy workload; digital organs vs pipe organs 


Clergy workload 

OUR parish, which is part of 
a benefice of four, is at pres- 
ent faithfully served by a 
House-for-Duty priest and a 
non-stipendiary minister 
who provide one service 
every Sunday in each parish. 

We are alarmed and sad- 
dened by a proposal to 
halve the number of services 
in the benefice in order to 
lighten the clergy's work- 
load. In our parishes we try 
our utmost to serve our fel- 
low human beings in accor- 
dance with the teaching of 
our Lord. We need the rein- 
forcement and deeper 
understanding of our faith 
provided by our clergy in 
services. Worshipping 
together strengthens our 
sense of community. We 
need the support and 
refreshment of weekly 
church services and we feel 
that providing these should 
be the first and most impor- 
tant duty of our diocesan 
organisation. 

If the Diocese cannot give 
the rural church more help 
by providing more 
clergy/trained laity then 
there must be some other 
alleviation of the weariness 
of our ministers before the 
rural church ceases to be 
able to be a force for good 
in the villages. 

Cynthia Pocock 
St Nicholas Beedon, Newbury 

Organ Advice 

MY good friend Robert 
Leach makes many telling 
points about electronic 
organs in his excellent arti- 


cle (November Door, 
Advertising) 

May I add just one point 
please? In almost every case 
where an electronic organ 
has been put in a church, the 
standard of tonal installa- 
tion has been extremely 
poor and the result disap- 
pointing. This is because 
salesmen lack the highly 
trained ears of pipe organ 
voicers and are therefore 
unable to adjust their instru- 
ments with any finesse, even 
when the electronic hard- 
ware has the facility to do 
so. 

Barry Williams 

Organ Adviser, Oxford Diocese 

I WAS saddened that last 
month's (otherwise excel- 
lent) DOOR chose to 
address the complex and 
emotive issue of digital vs 
pipe organs through an 
unbalanced and factually 
incorrect broadside by 
Robert Leach. 

Choosing an organ is a 
difficult decision for any 
church. Should we insist on 
a no-compromise instru- 
ment, even if it means less 
money for outward giving? 
Is it really the organ that is 
holding back a church's 
music - might it be the 
hymn-books, the service 
music, the lack of a choir? 

Advances in sound repro- 
duction mean that, for most 
non-expert congregations, a 
good digital can be more 
rewarding, more uplifting, 
than the more workmanlike 
examples of the pipe organ. 
Today, in fact, much of the 


running is being made by 
computer programs; these 
allow an organ to capture 
the sound of a truly great 
pipe organ, previously out- 
side the range of any small 
church. Such common tech- 
nology is affordable both to 
buy and to maintain. 

For a village organist to 
insist that their pride can 
only be sated by a "real" 
pipe organ is to elevate one 
expensive part of worship 
above the many other pres- 
sures on a modern church. 
When making such a com- 
plex decision, organists, 
PCCs and incumbents alike 
should have the widest 
interests of their church at 
heart - not just one piece of 
dogma. 

Richard Fairhurst 

Organist, * St Mary's, 
Charlbury 

WHILST sharing Mr Leach's 
commitment to the 'real 
thing' whenever possible, I 
feel that he is mistaken con- 
cerning the resources of the 
average church. 

A good quality two-manu- 
al digital organ can be pur- 
chased for between c. £3000 
and £6000. I should imagine 
that very few members of 
any congregation would be 
able to discern much differ- 
ence in quality. In recent 
years many churches have 
welcomed the addition of 
space by the removal of their 
pipe organs. Furthermore, 
with digital organs, at the 
turning of a switch a key can 
be lowered or raised to any 
suitable degree. 


Electronic organs do last 
longer than twenty years, 
and generally, pipe organs 
of, the typical pre- 1940 vin- 
tage are expensive to main- 
tain and many are difficult to 
play. 

If anyone wishes to experi- 
ence some of the finest local 
digital organs, a visit to, say, 
St Andrews, Oxford or St 
Mary's Aylesbury would be 
worthwhile. 

John Cullen, MA Mus.B 

Woodstock 

Thanks to 
our volunteers! 

The DOOR team offer huge 
thanks to all our volun- 
teers. To all our deanery 
distributors, who manage 
each drop-off point, and to 
all those who faithfully col- 
lect DOORS for their local 
church and school every 
month, and who hand 
them out in Church. Your 
help is invaluable and we 
very much appreciate your 
work. 

We would also like to 
thank: Mrs Busby, who 
sends the Doors to busi- 
nesses; Tom and Margaret 
Deeley and Graham 
Winterbourne, (responsible 
for the audio version of 
The DOOR), Clare 
Wenham (What's On), Pam 
Gordon (Prayer Diary), 
Clemency Fox (proofing), 
W.A Malletts (Door deliv- 
ery), all our regular con- 
tributors, and not forget- 
ting the members of our 
Editorial Group for their 
committed support. 


My story... 


If you have a story you would like to share, of unusual events or encounters that 
have affected your journey in faith, write to us at The DOOR, Church House, 
North Hinksey, Oxford, 0X2 0NB or email us at D00R@oxford.anglican.org 


Praise the Lord that I was late! 


STANFORD in the Vale is a country village in West 
Oxfordshire. In common with many other parishes we have a 
mix of people in the Christian fellowship - some who like the 
older style liturgy, and some whose experience of what is 
familiar is found in worship songs and non-liturgical forms. 
Like most people we struggle to embrace the new or the 
different. 

In the past, the Parish Communion service on Sunday 
mornings had included worship songs to guitar or piano 
accompaniment in the middle of the Common Worship litur- 
gy, as well as more traditional hymns. 

The result was a rather uncomfortable hybrid in which 
many people found that their worship, and their sense of the 
Lord's presence, was disjointed or even disrupted. On occa- 
sion, people stopped coming to church because their anticipa- 
tion of discomfort overwhelmed their desire to worship. 

So, at the parish church we have begun an experiment to try 
and accommodate these different needs and expectations. 

At the beginning of May, the Revd, Michael Wenham, and 
the PCC, with the encouragement of other members of the 
congregation, changed the pattern of Sunday morning servic- 
es. Now, for half an hour before the Parish Communion 


begins, we have a time which Michael has called 'Just Come' 
(Psalm 95: 'O Come, let us sing to the Lord...'). 

This has been led by a different person each week and, even 
in these very early stages, we have had worship songs, hymns, 
open prayer, prophecy, silence, singing in tongues, and a sim- 
ply awesome sense of the presence of the Holy Spirit. 

I was away for the first two or three of these earlier starts, 
and the first Sunday that I was able to go I did not get there 
at the beginning. I walked into the Church about 10 minutes 
late, when this half-hour of contemporary worship was 
already in full swing. 

I was overwhelmed - I walked into something solid, 
weighty, numinous. 

The sense of the Lord's presence was so 
strong that I felt that I stepped on holy 
ground. 

The sense of the Lord's presence was so strong that I felt 
that I stepped on holy ground. 

And seconds after I found a place to sit I was caught up in 


the worship and was totally absorbed in what was happening. 

I do praise God for the fact that I was late that day. The 
experience was so powerful. The following week I was there 
from the start and the worship in the 'Just Come' time was 
free and beautiful and again full of the presence of the Lord. 

An interesting outcome is that this worship time is having 
an effect on all of us as we move into the Parish Communion, 
now a straightforward service of Common Worship with 
more traditional hymns, which is preferred by many here. 

The sense of the presence of the Lord remains, and the peo- 
ple who come to church in time for the Parish Communion 
seem also to be absorbed by it, just as I was that time when I 
was late. We thank God and praise Him for the opportunity 
to give Him even more glory! 

It is early days to say where this new pattern of worship will 
lead - but I sense that the Lord has more blessings in store in 
the days ahead. 

Clemency Fox is a former journalist and is a member of the 
DOOR editorial group. This article first appeared in the 
ReSource Magazine , www.resource-arm.net 
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Christmas fiction 



Visit of the Senpe 

Exclusive Christmas 


said, ‘Are you from these parts?’ 

‘Used to be,’ came the reply, ‘Call me John.’ 

John’s tendency to avert his eyes downward in the silences, 
which had seemed furtive at first, now gave him the air of a 
truly humble man. 

After a pause, he asked another question: ‘What about 
verse four?’ 

Startled for a moment, Tom snapped: ‘What about it?’. 
Then added: ‘I like it. Were you there? What do you think?’ 
He sensed John smile in the dark as he answered: ‘No, but 
I heard about it.’ 

Tom thought what he must have heard was the con- 
tretemps between him and the vicar, when Tom had made his 
stand for the inclusion of verse four. 


'Because../ His voice trailed off. Tom took 
a deep breath, sighed, and tried again; 
'Because sometimes life's load crushes - 
even at Christmas. No, especially at 
Christmas. We're all supposed to be jolly 
and upbeat, even when we don't feel jolly 
and upbeat. 

'I've been a widower for 10 years, and it 
might as well be 10 minutes. I miss her...' 


He said now: ‘I know I was less than gracious, but it was 
‘important to me. Every year we miss it out, with excuses like 
“it’s not in the carol book”, or “it’s not in the carol sheet”, 
or even “it’s too personal”. 

‘Well of course it’s personal - it’s meant to be. The gospel 
message is personal, for Heaven’s sake’! After a pause, and 
not knowing why but feeling selfish, he added ‘Anyway, it 
speaks to me’. 

The man probed gently: “Why?” 

‘Because....’ His voice trailed off. Tom took a deep breath, 
sighed, and tried again; ‘Because sometimes life’s load crush- 
es - even at Christmas. No, especially at Christmas. We’re all 
supposed to be jolly and upbeat, even when we don’t feel 
jolly and upbeat. 

‘I’ve been a widower for 10 years, and it might as well be 
10 minutes. I miss her, I miss seeing the warmth of her smile, 
hearing the warmth of her laugh, feeling the warmth of her 
touch’. Tom ranted on like this for several minutes before let- 
ting out a gasping sob and falling silent. 

‘But you still have the warmth of her love in your heart, 
with sweet memories of her smile and laugh, don’t you?’ the 
monk responded gently, more by way of comment than ques- 
tion. 

‘I’m sorry,’ said Tom, ’I guess I got a bit emotional with the 
vicar as well. I know I got angry with him. Too personal? 
And why not! What did he think it was all about? That’s 
when he relented and said OK, this year it’s in.’ 

After another pause Tom became aware of a gentle hum- 
ming alongside him, and the monk sang quietly: ‘...O rest 
beside the weary road and hear the angels sing.’ 

‘Do you hear the angels sing, Tom? As you rest, do you 
hear them sing?’ he asked. Both men fell silent again, and 
Tom closed his eyes. 

‘I do believe I do,’ he exclaimed softly, ‘I do believe I do.’ 

When he opened his eyes he found he was alone once more. 
His companion had gone as quietly as he arrived, closing the 
gate noiselessly behind him. 

On Christmas morning Tom apologised to the vicar for his 
ill-tempered remarks, an apology accepted with little more 
than a murmur. For a moment Tom thought he glimpsed a 
downward glance akin to the mor^’^ a n d felt compelled to 
relate the encounter. 


Christmas angels Patricia Drew 

Christmas is a time of great joy, but it can also be a painful time for the sick, wounded or lonely. 
In his exclusive short story for the DOOR, Graham Choldcroft conjures up mystery and, perhaps, a 
gentle reminder to look out for friends in need over the festive period. Illustrations are the original 
artwork of Patricia Drew 


WHISTLING softly ‘It came upon a midnight clear’, Tom fum- 
bled clumsily to lock the church door. Everywhere was in 
darkness; clergy, choristers and congregation long gone, and 
Tom was the last to leave, now he had finished tidying away 
the piles of abandoned music 
from the carol service. 

He wasn’t particularly fas- 
tidious; he simply didn’t want 
to be confronted with untidy 
heaps of music waiting to be 
filed on Christmas morning. 

And he had no particular rea- 
son to rush home; no-one wait- 
ing for him, no meal ready on 
the table. Anyway, wasn’t it 
part of his job as organist - 
‘servant leadership,’ and all 
that? 

As he withdrew the key from the lock he became aware of 
someone behind him and, turning round saw a ‘hoodie’ sil- 
houetted against the moonlight. As his eyes grew accustomed 
to the dark he realised the stranger’s garment reached to the 
floor like a monk’s robe. 


‘Good evening Tom,’ said the stranger. His voice, one of 
quiet authority, belied the years his diminutive stature 
implied. Tom felt intrigued rather than intimidated. 

‘I like that carol; good tune, isn’t it?’ the stranger said. 

Engaged now in one of his 
passions, Tom dismissed his 
surprise that the stranger 
knew his name. After all, plen- 
ty of people knew he was the 
organist, and he was often 
addressed by name by people 
he didn’t know. 

Tom the Doubter who, his 
mother teased, was ‘always 
asking questions’, had long 
since given way to Tom the 
Assumptive - forever making 
assumptions and taking for granted. 

‘Some people think it’s a bit twee,’ Tom replied, ‘But I like 
it. I like the pathos ... “man at war with man, not hearing the 
love song of the good news.”’ 

The stranger sat down, and Tom instinctively accepted the 
unspoken invitation to join him. ‘I don’t think I know you,’ he 


As his eyes grew accustomed to the dark, 
he realised the stranger's garment reached 
to the floor like a monk's robe. 

'Good evening Tom/ said the stranger. His 
voice, one of quiet authority, belied the 
years his diminutive stature implied. Tom 
felt intrigued rather than intimidated. 
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Christmas fiction 


Inspirational angels 


eta 

story for readers 

‘Funny thing is,’ he concluded, Tve never seen him before. 
Do you know him?’ 

‘Sounds like Brother John,’ commented the cleric. ‘There 
was a monastic community in these parts centuries ago. 

'No-one knows what happened to him, but 
sightings have been reported down the 
years of a monk, standing at the edge of 
the woods, looking this way. And, occasion- 
ally people have told of encounters with 
one of the senpectae/ 


Graham’s first source of inspiration was the often optional, 
and sometimes unprinted, verse four of the lovely carol ‘It 
came upon a midnight clear’ by E H Sears (see next col- 
umn). 

Graham also looked to the Rule of St Benedict, Chapter 27, 
which states: ‘The abbot must exercise the utmost care and 
concern for wayward brothers, because it is not the healthy 
who need a physician, but the sick. Therefore he ought to 
use every skill of a wise physician and send in Senpectae, 
that is, mature and wise brothers who, under the cloak of 
secrecy, may support the wavering brother, urge him to be 
humble as a way of making satisfaction, and console him 
lest he be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow’. 


Verse four of ‘It came upon a midnight clear’ 

‘And ye, beneath life’s crushing load. 

Whose forms are bending low, 

Who toil along the climbing way, 

With painful steps and slow, 

Look now! For glad and golden hours 
Come swiftly on the wing; 

O rest beside the weary road, 

And hear the angels sing.’ 


Indeed our church is the site of their chapel. Then Henry 
Vffl’s soldiers arrived. 

‘Legend has it that one of the seniors, Brother John, so 
named because of his gift with the word, returning from 
counselling an errant brother, watched in horror from the 
edge of the woods at the destruction of his home and the 
slaughter of his brethren. Then the soldiers saw him and pur- 
sued him into the woods. 

‘No-one knows what happened to him, but sightings have 
been reported down the years of a monk standing at the edge 
of the woods, looking this way. And occasionally people have 
told of encounters with one of the senpectae .’ 

‘But I don’t believe in ghosts!’ exclaimed Tom. 

‘Ah, but you do believe in angels Tom...?’ countered his 
friend. 

Are you a budding author of short stories? Have you got a 
fictional Christmas story to tell? 

If you would like your story to be considered for the 
DOOR’s Christmas issue next year send it, with a SAE (for 
return of material) to The DOOR, Christmas story, 
Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey Lane, OX2 ONB. 



by Patricia Drew 


Christmas night 






/ 
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“it’s not only my job 
but my passion too” 

IAN WAINWRIGHT, ECCLESIASTICAL GROUP CHIEF SURVEYOR 
STAINED GLASS ENTHUSIAST 


For over 100 years Ecclesiastical has been 
passionate about providing first class 
church insurance. This enthusiasm is 
born from the experience and expertise 
of people like Ian. That’s why over 80% 
of our customers are either very or 
extremely satisfied with our service*. 


But that’s not all we do. We use our 
expertise to provide a wide range of 
financial and insurance products and 
services including home, wedding and 
travel insurance. We’re equally passionate 
about investments, protection, pensions 
and financial advice tailored to your needs. 
You see, we’re proud of being an honest 
and caring insurer that understands our 
customers’ needs. 


To find out more about our products and services call 


0845 777 3322 


or email information@eigmail.com 
or visit us at www.ecclesiastical.com 
Beaufort House, Brunswick Road, Gloucester GL1 1JZ 


Home insurance ■ Wedding insurance ■ Travel insurance ■ Savings and Investments ■ Protection ■ Retirement planning ■ Mortgages 
Church insurance ■ Church hall insurance S Charity insurance 
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New Lay Ministers in the diocese 

10 candidates were admitted as Licensed Lay Ministers (LLMs) in the Diocese of Oxford by the Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, 
Bishop of Dorchester, at a service at Christ Church Cathedral on Saturday 4 November. Read about them below. 



l-r front: Glenys Newman, Valerie Evans, Ruth Edy, Janice Allerston, middle: Anthony Peabody, Meg 
Terry, Carole Perkins, back: Julie Willis, David Bendor-Samuel, Ian Wallace photo Frank Blackwell 


THERE are now 334 LLMs in active ministry 
in the Diocese and 25 more in training. Their 
ministry is varied, innovative and exciting. 
Their traditional role of ‘preaching, teaching, 
and assisting the Incumbent’ remains core, 
but has now also blossomed into chaplaincies 
of all kinds in the local community:- in hospi- 
tals, prisons, schools, care homes , the fire and 
Rescue Service - even as a Mayor's Chaplain. 

Janice Allerston 

I am a recently retired widow, with a grown-up 
married daughter and a 3 year old grandson. I 
will be Licensed to the parish of St Birinus and St 
John in High Wycombe , where I have been an 
active member for the past 27 years. I have a spe- 
cial interest in pastoral work, especially with the 
elderly. I have recendy set up a team to co-ordi- 
nate this work, including leading services in local 
sheltered accommodation. I am also regularly 
involved in our Alpha course - and look forward 
to increasing my service to my church. 

David Bendor-Samuel 

I am married to Sarah and have a son, Jonathan 
and a daughter Lois. I will be based at St 
Andrew's , North Oxford , and will also have the 
privilege of helping out in the parish of Holton. I 
view both opportunities with a mixture of joyful 
anticipation and 'first day at school' nervousness. 
One of the deepest joys in my life is the fact that 
we are called to be lifelong learners; disciples, 
apprentices of Jesus. In my time with both parish- 
es I hope to be able to communicate a little of the 
wonderful nature of that exciting journey. 

Ruth Edy 

My husband and I have lived in Witney with our 
two daughters since 1979, working at The Henry 
Box School - where I teach Latin and a little Greek 
- and worshipping at St Bartholomew' s, 
Ducklington, where my husband Bob has been 
house-for-duty priest in charge since 1999. Being 
Licensed as an LLM will mean that I can con- 
tribute more confidently and meaningfully in both 
these areas and also in the wider community. 


Val Evans 

I have been worshipping and engaging in differ- 
ent aspects of ministry at St Francis of Assisi, 
Terriers , High Wycombe since 1963. I am glad 
that, when I ami Licensed as an LLM, I shall be 
able to do better what I already love doing - name- 
ly preaching, pastoral care, leading groups and 
assisting my Incumbent in the growth of the con- 
gregation. I also help the hospital chaplaincy team 
which I find hugely satisfying and challenging. 

Glenys Newman 

Having been a Chemistry teacher for many years 
and been active in my parish - St Mary's 
Wendover and St Michael's Halton - in a number 
of roles since my 'retirement', I am looking for- 
ward to being more involved as an LLM. There is 
a lot going on and yet much more still to do. It will 
be a real challenge. I feel drawn particularly to 
work of a pastoral nature, especially amongst the 
older members of the congregation. 

Anthony Peabody 

I come to this ministry after 35 years as a forensic 
scientist; 35 years of combat between the some- 
times good and the downright bad. Sulhamstead 
is a vibrant rural parish, with many opportunities 
and challenges, including the effects of creeping 
urbanisation and an aging (but multi-talented) 
congregation. I enjoy teaching house groups, and 
developing a chaplaincy at the nearby police train- 
ing college. 

Carole Perkins 

I have lived in Maidenhead with my husband and 
two children since 1981, and worship in the parish 
of St Mary's White Waltham with Shottesbrooke 
where I have always been an active member in 
many areas of parish life. I now look forward to 
the challenge of taking up more 'official' duties as 
an LLM. It is hard to say at this point where my 
ministry will be focussed though, as we are keenly 
moving towards a 'mission' based stance and all 
the challenges that this will bring, I know I shall 
finds myself busy and involved on all fronts - so 
there are exciting times ahead. 


Meg Terry 

I belong to the parish of Cherbury and Gainsfield 
and I have completed my training for LLM 
through Ripon College, Cuddesdon - for which I 
am hugely grateful. The thing that surprised me 
most about the training was the way it grounded 
me in a new appreciation for my own spirituality 
and awareness of my dependence on God through 
the discipline of prayer. Now I look forward to 
using this in serving the Lord and spreading his 
Gospel in the community. 

Ian Wallace 

Monica and I live in Streatley , having moved from 
Reading three years ago. We have three sons and 
a daughter and nine grandchildren. I spent about 
25 years working in agricultural development in 
East Africa and Fiji, and later worked for 
Tearfund for 5 years. I then lectured at the 
University of Reading from 1995 to 2002. I am to 
be Licensed to the Parish of St Mary's, Streatley 


Meg to be 
ordained in 
January 

Meg Heywood 

Parish: Oxford St Clenent's 

Meg Heywood will be 
ordained deacon by the the 
Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, 
Bishop of Dorchester at a 
service in St Clement’s 
Church Oxford on Sunday 
7th January at 4pm. 

Meg will be a part-time 
curate at St Clement's, 
Oxford and a chaplain to the 
Oxford Ministry Course. 

For the past twenty years 
she has been involved in 
parish ministry and bringing 
up a family of four. 

She is married to David, 
who recently joined the staff 
at Ripon College 
Cuddesdon. 


and the United Benefice of Goring and South 
Stoke. Since becoming a Christian 50 years ago, 
my life has been one of great learning and adven- 
ture; I am excited at the prospect of more of both, 
serving as an LLM during my advancing years. 

Julie Willis 

My ministry as an LLM will be based at the 
church on Fairford Leys, an Ecumenical church at 
the heart of a new housing development on the 
outskirts of Aylesbury, and part of the Aylesbury 
Team. I have been on placement at Fairford Leys 
for the last two years - there is huge potential there 
and new things are about to happen as a result of 
our recent review. 

If you are interested in knowing more about 
these opportunities and feel that this ministry 
might be for you - contact the Diocesan LLM 
Adviser on 01865 556456, or at Diocesan 
Church House on 01865 208277, or email 
joanna.coney@oxford.anglican.org 


Youth Ministers Licensed 



Four youth ministers (left to right: Simon Faulks, Rob Hayden, Lizzie Williams and Rob 
Humphreys) were licensed by Bishop Stephen (centre) in Reading last month. For more details 
see Youth View column on page 12. 


the easy way to find Christmas services in your area 


A Church Near You 



www.acny.org.uk 


Web Drop - in 0 

Baffled by blogs... Puzzled by podcasts... Weary of web waffle? 
Free one-to-one advice (mostly in plain English!) is available for 
parishes, groups and individuals in the Diocese of Oxford. 

Diocese of Oxford : Communication tel: 01865 208262 
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Advertising Feature to advertise ring: 020 7417 ssoi 


Bringing the nativity to life 


Matt Cresswell talks to Catherine 
Hardwicke , the director of The 
Nativity Story 

MC: What first drew you to the 
script of the nativity story? 

CH: I started reading the script. I 
started getting intrigued by the 
idea of going deeper inside these 
characters than I’d ever really 
gone. Before, I’d just kind of 
thought about the nativity story, 
you know, as a beautiful 
Christmas story, but I didn’t think 
of Mary as a real person, a living, 
breathing human being and going 
through all these obstacles. 

MC: How closely does the film 
stick to the original biblical narra- 
tives in Matthew and Luke? 

CH: Well, of course Matthew and 
Luke each include different things. 
One of them includes the shep- 
herds, one of them includes the 
magi so we took both of the two 
gospels and combined them. We 
more or less filled in what’s in 
between those sentences and what 
could have happened leading up 
to those sentences. So, it's very 
true to the gospels and goes deep- 
er. 

MC: In the film you suggest that 
it’s an arranged marriage is that 
right? That’s not taken from the 
text is it? 

CH: The next thing, myself and 
Mike Rich (my screen writer), did 
was to go into a deep study of the 
Jewish customs of the time. The 
laws, the anthropology and the 
archaeology - all the things that 
scholars now have learned about. 
Including the way people lived in 
Nazareth, and so that almost 
every marriage would have been 
an arranged marriage, at that 
time, usually the parents have the 
choice. 

MC: How does Mary come across 
in this film - how have you dealt 
with her character? 

CH: We all have our images of 
Mary. On one level: beautiful 
paintings, icons and statues and 
our own personal images of Mary. 
So what we were trying to do was 
something that would really fit in 
with that tradition of Mary as this 
model of poise, peace and virtue. 
But I also wanted someone who 
looked like they were from the 


Mediterranean. Thinking of all 
the actresses who are 13, 14 or 15 
years old #nd have beautiful dark 
Mediterranean coloured skin — 
the only actress I could think of 
was Keisha Castle Hughes. I loved 
her in Whale Rider and I thought 
she had done an excellent job. So 
she was really perfect choice for 
me. She carried herself with great 
dignity even though tying to wres- 
tle with these difficult situations. 

MC: Joseph is played by Oscar 
Isaac - what is his role like? 

CH: Joseph has less written about 
him in the Bible. There's that one 
line in Matthew: "Joseph was a 
righteous man " . So - how do you 
see that a person's a righteous 
man? It is seen through his actions 
- his deeds, his character. When 
Oscar walked into the room in 
New York to audition for this part 
he had such an emotional connec- 
tion and was so powerful and yet 
also so vulnerable. When he start- 
ed saying his lines I thought: "He 
is Joseph, he is Joseph! " 

MC: One of your previous movies 
was Thirteen which deals with 
teenage tensions, drama and 
'issues' - do you think there's any 
of that in this film that you have 
brought to the front? 

CH: On one level you could say 
yes it is about another young girl 
who is going through a very diffi- 
cult time and trying to deal with 
something very extraordinary 
going on in her life. On another 
level this is quite a different film 
(laughs) in style and in terms of 
content. Here*we're trying to take 
you into a^ full immersion of 
another time. 

MC: Why was the Nativity Story 
filmed in Italy and not in the 
Middle East? 

CH: If you've been to Nazareth or 
Jerusalem it is not the same! It is 
so modern. Economic prosperity 
has built up. Even Nazareth vil- 
lage is right up against a very 
modern hospital - it's nothing like 
what it looked like 2,000 years 
ago. Matera, Italy, is also where 
Passolini filmed The Gospel 
according to Matthew and where 
Mel Gibson filmed part of The 
Passion of Christ. 


MC: What was the hardest part to 
re-create? 

CH: I have to say that I though 
the nativity scene would be so 
simple and beautiful and I've built 
many of them. But I forgot that 
farm animals are not tameable 
really — babies and animals have 
their own rhythms! It was really 
difficult to get all the elements to 
work together in the short time 
we had! 

MC: And the whole scene with 
the massacre of the innocents - 
how on earth did you do that? 
CH: Now that was really quite a 
harrowing experience for me - we 
tried to bring some children in 
that were a little bit older who 
could understand the film making 
process, but they really looked too 
old. So we got some younger chil- 
dren in and tried get them to feel 
comfortable but it was hard. They 
were crying, they were screaming. 
One kid even threw up on a sol- 
dier! 

MC: How gruesome was that 
scene - anything like the original 
event? 

CH: You can't be gruesome with a 
child. It's impressionistic — so you 
feel like its happening but its not 
super graphic. 

MC: Are you working on any 
other projects? 

CH: I've been working on an 
environmental film about four 
people that were trying to save an 
area of land they loved dearly, 
around the Grand Canyon, from 
pollution. Because even in the 
desert of Morocco there are 
power lines, trash bags flying all 
over the place - Mankind hasn't 
taken the best care of this earth. I 
want to inspire us to care a bit 
more about our earth. 

MC: This film is about Christian sub- 
ject matter In light of The Passion of 
Christ movie and Fox saying they are 
going to make more Christian films - 
do you think that movies about spiri- 
tuality are becoming more popular? 
CH: I think that right now there's a lot 
of turmoil going on in the world -some 
of it originating from various religious 
beliefs. I think that people are more 
fascinated in religion than they 
were before. 


RIDDLE OF THE MONTH Jj$ 

Congratulations to the winner of the November 
riddle: Rev. Peter Akehurst of Reading. His 
prize (Editor’s choice of book) has been sent 
to him. The answer was He/Her/Hero/Heroine. 


This month’s riddle has a seasonal theme. 
What do you call a group of grandmasters of 
chess bragging about their games in a hotel 
lobby? Solutions on a postcard please to: 

The Door Riddles, 4th Floor, 
Central House, 142 Central Street, 
London, EC1V 8AR 



The Parish ofWantage invites applications for a 
grant of up to £4,000 to fund the composition of a 
work for organ and voices in recognition of a major 
re-furbishment of the Parish Church. 

To register your interest , please contact: 

Jon Cox, Director of Music, ^ 

Wantage Parish Church 
icox@westberks.org 
Telephone: 01235 765301 
Website: http://groups.msn.coni/parishohvantage 


Qualified or Part Qualified 

PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANT 

Required by an expanding sole practitioner near Bicester 

You will have established expertise in preparing tax returns and accounts for small 
companies, partnerships, sole traders and private clients. Bookkeeping, payroll and VAT 
work will also be involved. You will need to be skilled in SAGE accounting software and 
be used to working on your own initiative. 

Please apply by sending your CV to: 

John Hine FCA, SLADE HOUSE, KIRTLINGTON, OXFORD, 0X5 3JA 


The Akeman Benefice 

Seven parishes in North Oxfordshire between Bicester and Kidlingdon 

ORGANIST AND CHOIR LEADER 

A TEAM PLAYER IS THE KEY! 

Appointment at Kirtlington, who have a village choir for you to lead. 
Mainly morning services, including a monthly United Benefice Service. 

Salary negotiable + wedding and funeral fees. 

Opportunity for playing elsewhere in the Benefice, including 
Sunday services, weddings and funerals. 

Further details from the Rector Revd. Derek Walker 01869 369815 
The Rectory, Alchester Road, Chesterton, Oxon, 0X26 1UW 
Email: akemanbenefice@yahoo.com 

Or Mr Brian Waterhouse (warden and choir member): 01865 350875 
Email: brio35@bigfoot.com 
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Worship 

YOUTH VIEW 

What does it take to make it as a youth minister? 


FOR the last few months 
in Youth View, youth 
workers employed by 
churches have given snap- 
shots of their work in 
answer to the question, 

‘What exactly do you do 
all day?’ 

Church-based youth 
workers are advocates for 
young people and an 
encouragement to volunteers and 
churches to engage with them. But 
what about their qualifications? 

One afternoon at the Soul Survivor 
Festival a few years ago I was with a 
group of young people who were chill- 
ing out and looking at leaflets about 
various Christian ministries. There 
was an advert for a college training 
Christian Youth Workers and I was 
asked if I’d done this course. One of 
the young people, Mark, was incredu- 
lous, saying: ‘ College ! ... You don't 
need to know anything to be a youth 
worker V 

I was amused by this view of what 
youth work entailed - completely at 
odds with the reality that I knew. 

At one level he was right; all you 
need is the ability to like young people 
and some skills in enabling opportuni- 
ty, exploration and questions. At 
another level, though, he’d missed how 
much youth workers can bring to the 
role. 

In the Oxford Diocese we have a 


Licence for Youth 
Ministers (LYMS), but it’s 
tough to get. Simon, Rob, 
Lizzie and Rob, licensed 
in October (see page io), 
deserve every credit for 
their achievement. 

The requirements of 
the training are many: 
Show understanding and 
competency against all 
the elements that make up the work 
standards for youth work; and demon- 
strate understanding and application 
in work with the church; theological 
reflection; applying faith; Biblical 
knowledge; and a good grasp of missi- 
ology. 

Students must also demonstrate the 
ability to preach and enable worship 
and, on top of all this, be committed to 
ongoing development and learning. 

It seems like a lot but I’m thrilled 
that through this we have youth minis- 
ters who are equipped to have a 
prophetic voice about how culture is 
changing and how the church can best 
work among young people. It’s also 
great to see recognition for those who 
minister to those on the edge or out- 
side of, our churches. 

You don’t need to know much to 
bless young people. But I’m so proud 
that we also have ministers who, in 
their calling, have had the opportunity 
and gone the extra mile in serving the 
church and young people. 



‘As One’ in praise of God 

How a music project in Reading is uniting churches in worship 


AN exciting project to record indigenous worship 
music for Reading churches has united congrega- 
tions across the city. 

The resulting resource CD of home-grown wor- 
ship songs goes on sale this December, and features 
singers and musicians from Greyfriars, The Globe 
Pentecostal Church, and independent charismatic 
Brookside Church. 

Organiser, Phil Cooke, promises listeners will 
enjoy a great band, gospel choir and vocalists, 
recorded and produced by top-drawer recording 
engineers. 

The worship pastor at Greyfriars told the 
DOOR: 

‘It’s very exciting to see this come together. The 
project is called ‘As One’ for the reason that unity 

At a weekly meeting with other 
church pastors it became clear that 
other churches would love to join in. 

and working together are very much the watch- 
word of the project.’ 

He says the project reflects a bigger picture of 
Christians across the city willing to come together 
in praise of God. 

As One grew out of a Greyfriars songwriting 
forum aimed at nurturing the songwriting talent 
that Phil recognised in the congregation. At a week- 
ly meeting with other church pastors it became 
clear that other churches would love to join in. 

Phil says: ‘There are lots of worship music 
resources on the market, but we wanted to reflect 
what is going on here and now in Reading. 
Indigenous song is so powerful in services.’ 

Music, he believes is an important tool in 
expressing God’s love: 

‘It’s a two-way vehicle. If the worship language is 



Many voices, one message 


right it is very accessible for people to express their 
love for God and to hear and understand his love 
for them.’ 

He adds: ‘Psalm 133 has been quite an important 
one for us, and expresses what we are about: “How 
very good and pleasant it is when kindred live 
together in unity!...”’ 

And as the united group came together for the 
final recording in October, Phil says there was a 
definite sense that God was with them. 

Sales of As One’s CD will raise funds for 
Christian Community Action (CCA) - a local social 
action charity, expressing the link between worship, 
witness and wholeness. 

The cost is £10 (plus £1 p&p). Call Greyfriars on 
0118 951 6711, or see www.greyfriars.org.uk 


BCP services hard to find? 


PBS 

Prayer Book 
... Society 


Registered Charity No. 1 099295 

The Prayer Book Society exists to 
' promote the worship and doctrine 
of the Book of Common Prayer. 

Contact 0118 958 0377 
gpwild@ btconnect.com 
or visit www.prayerbook.org.uk 


TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 
Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 
and Robemakers 
109 COWLEY ROAD 
OXFORD OX4 1HU 
TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022 
• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and 
Cottas • Albs • Stocks • Vergers and 
Preaching Gowns • Preaching Scarves 
• Stoles • Hoods • Girdles and 
Cinctures • Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 



Stained Glass Studio 



STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and repaired. 
Specialists in reproduction of hand painted and 
decorative glass for windows and doors. 
Ecclesiastical and Residential 

3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 Fax: 0118 957 5865 

By appointment only 


A 

THOUGHT 
FOR THE 


MONTH 

•r'£& M 


d 

By David Winter 


'And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory as of 
the Father’s only Son, full of grace and 
truth’ John 1:14 


This is one of the most remarkable state- 
ments in the whole of the Bible. When thou- 
sands of people hear it read in the Gospel at 
the Midnight Communion they may miss, in 
the emotion and atmosphere of the occasion, 
its stark claim. The One through whom the 
world was created, the One who was ‘with 
God’ and ‘is God’ (v.l), the light of the 
world, the ‘only Son of the Father’, became 
flesh. 

In the baby Jesus, and in the man who 
preached and healed in Galilee and Judaea, 
the divine was present in a way he had never 
been on earth before. 

Who or what is ‘the Word’? The Greek is 
logos , which is the root of our word ‘logic’. 
That immediately suggests something more 
than simply a spoken sound (there’s another 
Greek word for that!). ‘Word’ is meaning, 
explanation, purpose. 

This marvellous prologue to John’s Gospel 
tells us that there was meaning from the very 
beginning of creation, and that the meaning 
was God’s - in fact, to put it bluntly, he was 


the meaning. But at the same time the 
Word 

(the Meaning) is clearly someone or some- 
thing distinct from the Father, yet sharing his 
nature. The Word was alive - he had his own 
life - and his light would shine in the darkness 

And now, says John triumphantly, this 
‘Word’ became flesh and lived among us, so 
that his glory could be seen by human beings. 
The Meaning, the Explanation, the Purpose 
(surely it deserves the capitals?) ‘became 
flesh’. 

Jesus of Nazareth, a man of flesh and 
blood, revealed to the world the meaning and 
explanation and purpose - the logic , if you 
like - of our very existence. He showed us, in 
a way no teacher or prophet could hope to 
do, what God his Father is like. 

As John puts it, ‘No one has ever seen God. 
It is God the only Son, who is close to the 
Father’s heart, who has made him known’ 
(v.l 8). We would not need to live in the dark- 
ness any longer, because light from God had 
shone into the world. 

That - not cooing noises around the crib - 
is surely what Christmas is really all about. 


Canon David Winter is former BBC head of religious 
affairs, a broadcaster and author of many books including 

‘Making Sense of the Bible’ published by Lion 
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World Church « 


At home in the world church will you work New bishop and banners for Vaxjo 



The banner, representing the diocesan heraldic arms of Vaxjo. is the 
work of the Cathedral Embroidery Centre in Christ Church, Oxford 


Next year will be a World 
Church Year for the Diocese 
of Oxford. The theme will be 
At Home in the World 
Church and our Bishops 
have invited our Partnership 
in World Mission Council to 
plan the programme. 

The aim is for all of us, and 
all our churches, to liven up 
the way we belong in the 
World Church: giving and 
receiving, listening, learning, 
and praying. 

Christ Church Cathedral is 
planning World Church Year 


events. And the council will 
be offering resources for all 
parishes, with ideas for spe- 
cial projects (like marking 
the anniversary in March of 
the Abolition of the Slave 
Trade Act). 

Our diocesan links with 
Kimberley and Kuruman in 
South Africa, and with Vaxjo 
in Sweden will also be pro- 
moted throughout the year. 

How will your church 
mark World Church Year? 


a miracle? 

Bv Isobel Murdoch 

Every minute a baby is bom 
with HIV, somewhere in the 
world - a scandal Tearfund 
is addressing with its new 
campaign 'Work a Miracle'. 

The Milton Keynes 
Tearfund Prayer and Action 
Group is calling on individu- 
als and churches across the 
Oxford Diocese to support 
the campaign, which aims to 
stop the spread of HIV by 
2015. 

This is entirely possible 
and absolutely vital: 'Work a 
Miracle' is inspired by the 
work of local churches in 
Malawi, educating their 
communities about HIV and 
the benefits of testing for the 
disease so that medical help 
can begin if necessary. 

The plan is to train more 
churches, worldwide, to do 
this work. Also to develop 
care for AIDS orphans, and 
train counsellors and med- 
ical workers. 

There is a 'Work a 
Miracle' meeting on 9 
December, at 8pm at 
Whaddon Way Church, 
Bletchley. For further infor- 
mation call Grace Miller on 
01908 584661. To contact 
Tearfund call 0845 355 
8355. 


THE 57th Bishop of our 
partner diocese of Vaxjo, in 
Sweden, is consecrated this 
November in the Cathedral at 
Uppsala. 

The Diocese of Oxford has 
created a special banner that 
will be presented to him by 
diocesan lay chair, Penny 
Keens, as a sign of the strong 
relationship between the two 
dioceses. 

The new bishop is Dr Sven 
Thidevall, who was elected to 
succeed Archbishop Anders 
Wejryd by the clergy and rep- 
resentative laity from each 
parish of the diocese. 

Dr Thideval, 57, has a 
doctorate in theology and 
was ordained priest in 1979 
in Stockholm. 

Since 2003 he has been a 
diocesan adviser in Strangnas, 
south of Stockholm. His pri- 
mary responsibilities have 
been in parish development, 
as a ‘parish doctor’, working 
on changing ‘structures, 
organisations and culture in 
parishes (usually those which 
are failing or going through 
difficult times. 

The Rt Revd Alan Wilson, 
Bishop of Buckingham, will 
attend the ceremony, repre- 
senting the Oxford diocese 
and also the Archbishop of 
Canterbury. 

The commemorative ban- 
ner is the work of the 


Cathedral Embroidery 
Centre in Christ Church, 
Oxford, and is a reproduc- 
tion of the diocesan heraldic 
arms of Vaxjo. 

It consists of a red shield 
bearing three heads - St 
Sigfred, patron saint of 
Vaxjo, and his two martyred 
nephews. 

Suellen Pedley, director of 
the workshop, told the 
DOOR: that visitors from 
Vaxjo in February had 
admired the centre’s work. 


Then in September she 
received a call asking if a 
banner could be made in 
time for the installation of 
the new bishop. 

Suellen said: ‘It was a tight 
deadline to get the banner 
ready in time for the installa- 
tion, but it was quite a sim- 
ple design. It was worked on 
by Helene Lister Cheese, 
Helen Saunders-Gill, and 
Suellen Pedley, helped by 
Frances Canham and 
Jennifer Norman. 


Deddington’s African visitors 



FROM Buckingham Palace to barn dances, visitors from the 
Church of the Resurrection, Mmabatho, South Africa 
(above), found the warmest welcome during their recent stay 
in Deddington. 

The guests taught the village school children African 
songs, and learned something of English farming from 
George Fenemore and his son Christopher. Villagers also 
heard about the new Day Centre for orphans (mostly from 
HTV/AIDS families, which the Mmabatho church runs and 
for which Deddington raises funds. 


The Resource Page 


Church 

Furniture 



FOR A FREE CATALOGUE 
TEL 01494 67 60 60 
FAX 01494 67 81 81 


64 LONDON END 
BEACONSFIELD 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE HP9 2JD 


(PiW 


Contact us for 
expert advice 
and quotation 

AYR UPHOLSTERY 
LIMITED 

Tel: 0845 094 2820 
Email: 

y.com 


Church Personal 

Supplies 



Sound & Visual 


HILLTOP 

AUDIO 

SUPPLIES 

m Sound reinforcement 

• Induction loops 

• Video/data projection 

• Nationwide installation 

Tel: 0115 927 8291 

Email: 

info@hilltopaudio.co.uk 

Web: 

www.hilltopaudio.co.uk 
Unit 2 Broxtowe Park 
Business Centre, 
Calverton Drive, Streley, 
Nottingham NG8 6QP 


Advertise your local 
events here. . . 

Flower Festivals 
Concerts 
Drama 

Heritage Days 

Ring 020 7417 5802 
for a quote 


UK Holidays 
Hotels, Guest 
Houses, B&B 

THORNLEIGH HOTEL 
(Highway Trust) 2007 
Brochure available! 
telephone 01539 532733. 
Lake District holidays. 
All rooms ensuite, from 
£44.00 (Dinner, B&B). 
Christian fellowship. 

Self Catering 
& Caravans 



Holiday 

Abroad 


New bam conversion in 

S BURGUNDY, FRANCE 

Taize 10 mins. Sleeps 6 & cot. 

All mod cons, good views, no smoking 

From £300 pw. 

Please Tel/Fax: 0151 928 3902 
E-mail: la_grange@fsmail.net 


THORNLEIGH TRAVEL 

2007 Brochure: escorted 
Summer holidays to 
Corsica, Nice, Switzerland, 
Black Forest and Estonia; 
also. Spring Pilgrimage to 
“Seven Churches” in Asia 
Minor - 

Telephone 015395 32733 


Tours & 
Pilgrimages 


HOLY LAND TOURS 
NOVEMBER 2006 
Or let us plan 
one for you. 

Call Mark on 

0871 6660 262 

ma rk(g> mib tra y ol.cp g uk 

MIB TRAVEL IS A RETAIL 
AGENT OF ATOL 2893 





Arts 


BOOKS FIL 


Opening up our churches 


Recipe Duck in plum sauce 

by our cookery writer Ann Way 


I APPROACHED Paul Bond's book Open for 
You, somewhat unenthusiastically, in spite of 
its attractive cover, thinking, “Not another 
* book to add to the plethora of stuff put out 
recently to help us make more of our church 
buildings; what more can possibly be written 
about it?” How wrong could I have been?! 

The clue lies in its sub-title “The Church, 
the Visitor and the Gospel”. This book 
unashamedly aims to use the tool of our his- 
toric church buildings to connect with 
Christian faith - and is full of good ideas of 
how to do this. 

The style is easy and accessible. Many 
pages have line drawings which use humour 
to punch home the issues, realities, challenges 
,and opportunities which our churches are 
facing today. 

There are useful questions at the end of 
each chapter to draw people into purposeful 
reflection and then into planning. They have 
clearly come from a person of wide experi- 
ence. Until recently Paul served as one of the 
ministers in the team of the eight rural 
parishes which make up the Ray Valley 
benefice. He was also working as the 
National Liaison officer of the Churches 
Tourism Association. 

His thorough research has yielded eleven 
pages of resources which are attractively laid 
out and grouped for easy reference. Roman 
Qatholic, Free Church and the full spectrum 
within Anglicanism are all represented and 
resources for children and young people are 
also included. 

An otherwise splendid handbook, packed 
with useful ideas and which can be dipped 
into anywhere, has within it just one small 
blemish for me - an almost throw-away 


remark towards the end of the book in the 
section which is exploring contemporary 
spirituality. He writes “the vague spirituality 
of an eastern shrine”, even taking account of 
the context in which he uses it, seems to indi- 
cate a lack of understanding of the richness 
and depth of eastern spirituality at a time 
when there is such need for increasing inter- 
faith understanding. The challenge is ours - 
both to educate ourselves if we share a vague- 
ness about the spirituality of the other world 
faiths, and also to see to it that visitors to our 
churches are not left with similar vagueness. 
There is a very useful section with sugges- 
tions of how to write short explanations on 
card or leaflet about the main church furnish- 
ings and why they are there. 

A long section of further ideas, towards the 
end of the book, is cleverly contrived to sum 
up what has been explored in greater detail 
earlier on while producing further “How to 
do it” material. If this book provokes in you 
the response “We could do that... or else, 
that wouldn't work! (So long as it isn't all 
“that wouldn't work”!) it will have begun to 
do its job. 

Canon Barbara Doubtfire focuses the Quiet 
Spaces Still Places project within the diocese. 
The project aims to stimulate the prayerful 
dimension of our church buildings and to 
encourage the contemporary seeker in the spir- 
itual journey. 

OPEN FOR Y OU 
PAUL BOND 
SCM Canterbury Press 
£14.99 


There was a competition in the morning 
paper we have to make up a duck recipe 
which was different from duck a 1' orange. I 
couldn't resist the challenge and there was a 
£25 reward, but alas, I lost the cutting and 
left it too late to enter. I then thought that as 
a festive December dish, different from 
turkey, you might like to try it. Our family 
loved it last week when I tried it on them. 

Ingredients 

One duck (or duck legs or breast) 

1 small packet or 1 large cup of apple juice 

2 tbsp red wine 

1 tbsp cider vinegar 
1 dsp brown sugar 
1 large or 2 medium onions 
8-10 Victoria plums or red plums 
1 sprig rosemary (crushed) 

1 level tsp cinnamon powder 
1 pint chicken or duck stock 
Freshly ground black pepper 

1 level tsp salt 

2 tbsp olive or sunflower oil 
Method 

Prick the duck all over and then place the 
duck in a marinade of the apple juice, wine 
and cider vinegar and the cinnamon and 
rosemary sprig. Leave this for several hours 
or overnight. 

I usually have a good duck or chicken stock 
in my freezer, but a stock cube is quite accept- 
able. Take the duck out of the marinade, sav- 
ing the liquid. Dry the duck on kitchen paper 
and sprinkle the salt over the skin. 


Chop the onion finely and saute for a short 
while in a little of the oil until they are just 
turning translucent. Remove them to a casse- 
role dish with a slotted spoon. Prick the duck 
once more as it helps the natural oils come 
out and fry lightly in the remaining oil until 
the skins are nicely browned. Now place the 
duck on top of the onions in the casserole, 
add the stock. 



Now take the plums and put in a saucepan 
with the marinade that you've saved. You can 
use tinned plums, but if they are in syrup, 
omit adding the brown sugar. Add a little 
more apple juice or water so there is enough 
liquid to stew them until tender. Then remove 
the stones and if you prefer not to have the 
skins push the plum mixture through the 
sieve straight on to the duck in the casserole. 
Put the lid on the casserole and cook in oven 
at a low temperature, 325 F, 160 C, gas mark 
3 for about an hour. 

If you find the gravy a bit thinner than you 
would like add a little cornflour mixed with 
a little cold water, add a little stock to it. 
Heat in a saucepan to boiling point and then 
stir into the casserole. Serve with a green veg- 
etable and roast or boiled potatoes. 



Drama in the diocese 


CHRISTIAN drama for Christmas 
is 'in' this year. On 8 December, 
Eagle Pictures’ ‘The Nativity 
Story’ will be the first feature film 
to premiere at the Vatican. It has 
been written by Christian screen- 
writer, Mike Rich, and stars 
Academy Award nominee Keisha 
Castle-Hughes (Whale Rider) and 
Britain's Ciaran Hinds as Herod. 

And as our cinemas gear up for 
this yuletide blockbuster, you can 
^also opt for live theatre in the dio- 
cese. 

Aldermaston is celebrating the 
50th year of its production of the 
York Nativity Play at St Mary the 
Virgin this year. Director Pat 
Easton devised the production 
after being inspired by 12th centu- 
ry St Mary's, and has directed 
every year since. 

Generations of families have 
- taken part in the play, including 
Leslie Woodley who has per- 


formed every year as the third 
shepherd for 44 years! 

In this anniversary year, the pro- 
duction plays on Monday 4 
December and Thursday 7 to 
Saturday 9 December. Tickets are 
free, but don't delay in sending a 
SAE to V Hall, The Gables, 
Church Road, Aldermaston, RG7 
4LR. 

Oxford's University Church in 
High Street, Oxford, is host to 
‘The Mysteries' by Tony Harrison 
from 29 November to 2 December. 

Director, Matthew Evans, says 
he was excited by the physicality 
of the production, which features 
just six actors in a number of roles, 
and will move around the church 
with its audience, promising an 
accessible, yet intense, theatrical 
experience. 

The Mysteries is a new treat- 
ment of the medieval mystery 
cycles and focuses Biblical stories 
such as the Crucifixion, 
resurrection and ascen- 
sion. 

Buy tickets from 
Oxford Playhouse box 
office on 01865 305305, 
or online at 

www.tickets.oxford.com 
Finally, don't miss the 
chance to see professional 
Christian arts company 
Saltmine's Christmas 
comedy, 'Three men and a 


Baby', at Bearwood College, 
Wokingham on 20 December. This 
is the second outing for the play 
which last Christmas performed to 
sell-out audiences and rave 
reviews. 

It's the second visit to the dio- 
cese this year for Saltmine too. 
Their production of the Screwtape 
Letters visited Chesham in 
October and was described by 
Heather Morgan of the DOOR's 
editorial group as a witty, succinct 
and powerful adaptation of C.S. 
Lewis's story of faith triumphing 
over deceit and evil. 

Look out for actor David 
Robinson who features in both 
productions and trained at 
Amersham College. 

For a list of Saltmine venues for 
their Christmas production call 
01384 454850. Or see www.salt- 
mine.org 

Now, photographers at the 
ready... If your church is producing 
a Nativity play this Christmas we'd 
like photos of your angels. The best 
one will be featured in the February 
issue of the DOOR. Send photos, 
stating the name of the actor (adult 
or child), permission of parent to 
reproduce the photo in the DOOR (if 
a child), your parish, town and coun- 
ty. Send it to 'Angels', the DOOR, 
Diocesan Church House, North 
Hinksey Lane, Oxford 0X2 0NB. 



Saltmine perform 'Three men and a Baby' 


Christmas crossword 



Across 

7&9. Carol mentions 
small place where 
girl has the French 
edge (4,2,9) 

8. Kind, benevolent (6) 

10. In the OT, Jews 
were released from the 
house of - (7) 

11. Two small boys look 
most royal (5) 

12. Lady Fitzgerald? (4) 

13. A photographer will 
or a star might (5) 

17. Number of deadly 
sins (5) 

18. Fruit bird (4) 

22. Flower girl? (5) 

23. The Magi followed 
the Star by 
this method (7) 

24. Descant or chorus muffles lead 
singer (6) 

25. A resting place, to eat in France (6) 

Down 

1 . Joseph and Mary were accommodat- 
ed thus (7) 

2. N nble toes or stars can and do (7) 

3. Occupier of Holy Land in time of 
Jesus (5) 

4. 'Don't be scared,' as Angel said to 


shepherds (4,3) 

5. Three 11 types came to visit (5) 

6. Raised bell tone (5) 

9. See 7 (9) 

14. Middle Eastern country once central 
to Phoenicia (7) 

15. Glad ones were brought (7) 

16. Could be hot with raised voices (7) 

19. Should be on earth at Christmas (5) 

20. Notices omens (5) 

21 . Lisa acknowledges covert son of 
Abraham (5) 


Little books for life’s big questions 

The Resurrection: Fact or Fiction?, What's the point?, Why Believe?, How Can 
I Forgive?; the Lion Pocket books deal with big questions. Written by experi- 
enced authors such as Door writer David Winter, Norman Warren and Elaine 
Storkey, over half a million have been sold worldwide. The DOOR has five sets 
of these books to giveaway. Write to 'Big Questions Competition', the Door, 
Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey Lane, Oxford 0X2 ON B by 5 January. 


TRAINING CONFERENCES WORKSHOPS 


COURSES 

-Door 


JJjJJ gj on 

NOVEMBER 

Tue 28 OXFORD Dr Lars 
Hartmann: European missionaries & 
‘old Christians’, 19th C China, Inst, 
for Chinese Studies, Walton St, 5pm. 

DECEMBER 

Fri 1 HIGH WYCOMBE Grand 
Advent Craft Fair; All Saints’ Church, 
2pm. 01494 473866/ 471545 
Fri 1 HAMBLEDEN Handel's 
Messiah St Mary the Virgin Church 
7.30pm. 01491 571588. 

Sat 2 BANBURY The Sinatra Era, 
St Mary’s Church 7.45pm. 01295 
259855. 

Sat 2 CHALGROVE St Nicholas 
Fayre, Village Hall, Christmas gifts, 
seasonal food. llam-3pm. Ox 
400402 

Sat 2 TUBNEY Christmas Bazaar; 
Tubney Church, Oxford Rd (A420) 
2pm. 01865 390803. 


Sat 2 KIDUNGTON Christmas Fair 
Trade Fair, Exeter Hall 10am-4pm. 
Sat 2 HEMPTON Christmas Bazaar 
St John’s Church llam-2pm. 01869 
338739. 

Sat 2 HIGH WYCOMBE Christmas 
Bazaar, carols by Bisham Concert 
Band, St Mary & St George’s Church. 
Sun 3 LOWER BASILDON 

Christmas Concert by Candlelight, St 
Bartholomew’s Church 3pm. 

Sun 3 COOKHAM Candelit Carol 
Service for Advent, Holy Trinity 
Church 6.30pm. 

Mon 4 ALDERMASTON (also 7-9 
Dec) York Nativity Play ( 14th centu- 
ry), St Mary the Virgin Church 8pm. 
Free tickets (send sae) V. Hall, The 
Gables, Church Rd, RG7 4LR. 

Hie 5 OXFORD Advent Hope 
Service for World AIDS Day, Christ 
Church Cathedral 7.30pm. Free tick- 
ets 01865 246818. 

Wed 6 T1LEHURST ‘Christmas Old 
& New’ (Reading Concert Singers), St 
Mary Magdalen Church 7.30pm. 


0118 942 290. 

Wed 6 READING Choral Evensong 
(Reading Minster Midweek Choir) 
The Minster 6.15pm. 

Thu 7 DORCHESTER on 
Thames Christmas Concert, guest 
readings, wine and canape reception, 
in aid of Oxford Children’s Hospital. 
Dorchester Abbey 7.30pm. 01865 
558165. 

Thu 7-Sat 9 ALDERMASTON 

York Nativity Play Thu, Fri 8pm; Sat 
7pm. Details: see 4 Dec. 

Sat 9 WINKFIELD Christmas 
Evening of Music & Carols, St Mary’s 
Church 7.30pm. 01344 882918. 

Sat 9 WOOTTON-by-Wood- 
stock Christmas Bazaar, village hall 
2— 4pm. 

Sat 9-Sun 10 PURLEY on 
Thames Festival of Christmas Trees, 
Sat 12-5.30pm; Sun 2- 5.30pm, serv- 
ice 6pm. 0118 984 3625. 

Sat 9-Sun 10 EDGCOTT Garden 
pots for sale, for church restoration 
fund, village hall 10am to 5pm 


Sun 10 CIPPENHAM Cantemus 
Choral Celebration, St Andrews 
Church, 7.30pm. 01753 529802 
Sun 10 ROTHERF1ELD PEP- 
PARD Readings and music for 
advent at All Saints Church 10.30am 
Wed 13 WHITLEY ‘Christmas Old 
& New’ (Reading Concert Singers), St 
Agnes Church 7.30pm. 0118 942 
290. 

Fri 15 FINGEST Healing Service 
with laying on of hands and anointing 
at Holy Communion 10.15am. 
01491 571231. 

Sat 16 CHIPPING NORTON 

Handel’s Messiah (Chipping Norton 
Choral Society) St Mary’s Church 
7.30pm. 01608 684960. 

Sat 16, Sun 17 SONNING COM- 
MON Christmas Cornucopia (South 
Chiltern Choral Society), Chiltern 
Edge School. Sat 7.30pm, Sun 
2.30pm. 0118 934 5746. 

Sun 17 COOKHAM Rumours of 
Christmas: hymns, readings, carols, 
Holy Trinity Church 6.30pm. 


Courses 

Diocesan Rolling 
Programme 

9 Jan (10 weeks) Church 
History (Level 1); 16 Jan (5 
weeks) Baptism (Level 2); 

20 Jan Extended Communion 
(Level 1) 10am-4pm, Diocesan 
Church House; 27 Jan 
Preparing and Leading All-age 
and Family Worship (Level 1) 

1 0am-4pm, Cumnor Parish 
Centre; 27 Jan Ezekiel 
10am-4pm, Diocesan Church 
House; 27 Jan (5 weeks) 
Emerging Church: fresh expres- 
sions (Eastleigh, Hants); 

20 Feb (5 weeks) Eucharist 
(Level 2) 

Full programme : Sheila 
Townsend, Diocesan Church 
House , tel. 01865 208277. 

Mon 25 COOKHAM Carol Service 
by Candelight Holy Trinity Church 
6.30pm. 

18-25 JANUARY Week of 


t 


Christmas Services at 
Christ Church Cathedral 

♦23 December 

4pm Candelit Crib Service for all 
the family 

7.30pm Service of Nine 
Lessons & Carols 
♦24 December 
8am Said Eucharist 
10am Said Mattins with sermon 
11am Sung Eucharist 
3pm Service of Nine Lessons 
& Carols 

11.30pm Midnight Eucharist 
♦ 25 December 
8am Said Eucharist 
10am Choral Matins 
11.15am Sung Eucharist 
Cathedral Office 01865 276155 
www.ch.ch.ox.ac.uk 


BBC RADIO OXFORD 95.2 ^ 
BBC RADIO BERKSHIRE 104.1 
Sunday Show 6-9 am 


Prayer for Christian Unity 
27 JANUARY Homelessness 
Sunday. Resource packs: Housing 
Justice, 020 7723 7273; www. 
homelessness-sunday.org.uk. 


December & January Prayer Diary compiled by Pam Gordon 


December 

Praise God for his mighty deeds; 
praise him according to his surpass- 
ing greatness Psalm 1 50: 2 
In the power of the Spirit and in union 
with Christ, let us pray to the Father 
for: 

Fri 1 Aylesbury Deanery. After 9 
months of being 3 clergy short in the 
same team in Aylesbury town, we 
have a new team rector; the other two 
posts are soon to be filled. This has 
made us realise how much we owe to 
NSMs, retired clergy and LLMs who 
give unstintingly of their time and 
energy. Area dean - Tina Stirling; 
synod lay chairman - Roger 
Harwood; clergy - David Wallace, 
Nancy Wallace; LLM - Reg Taylor 
Aylesbury Deaf Church: chaplain - 
Roger Williams; LLMs for the deaf - 
Ursula Coles, Mary Lovegrove. 

World AIDS day. 

Sat 2 Aylesbury with Bierton and 
Hulcot: clergy - Shane Wood, 
Michaela Wood. Churchwardens dur- 
ing vacancies and as they prepare for 
the new clergy. 

Sun 3 First Sunday of Advent All 

who share a Christian message 
through the arts and media. 

Mon 4 Bedgrove: clergy - Laurence 
Meering; LLMs - Marie Carey, Joe 
Groat. Bemwode: clergy - Tina 
Stirling, Julia Wright. 

TUe 5 Haddenham with Cudding- 
ton, Kingsey and Aston Sandford: 
clergy - Chris Denham, John Race; 
LLMs - Colin Faiers-Nicholls, Pam 
Halliwell. 

Wed 6 Long Crendon with Chearsley 
and Nether Winchendon: clergy - 
Roger Jackson, Arthur Taylor 
Thu 7 Risborough: clergy - Paul 
Fiske, James Tomkins, Moira Spence, 
David Dewick, Denise Critchell, 
Andrew Meynell; LLM - Geoffrey 
Stevens; lay worker - Norman 
Critchell. 

Fri 8 Stone with Dinton and 
Hartwell: clergy - David Cooke; LLM 
- Avril Clark. 

Sat 9 Walton: clergy - Andrew Blyth, 
Wilson Gill, David Lawton, Mike 
Butterworth; lay pastor - Roger 
Axtell; LLMs - Jonathan Hawkins, 
Martin Roper, Alan Foster 
Worminghall with Ickford, Oakley 
and Shabbington: churchwardens 
during the vacancy. 

Sun 10 Second Sunday of 


Advent Human Rights Day On 

10 December 1948 the United 
Nations adopted the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights: ‘recog- 
nition of the inherent dignity and of 
the inalienable rights of all members of 
the human family is the foundation of 
freedom, justice and peace in the 
world’. 

Mon 1 1 Chipping Norton Deanery. 
Area dean - Stephen Weston; synod 
lay chair - Ian Henderson; deanery 
youth worker - Amanda Bruce. 

The 12 Ascott-under-Wychwood 
and The Chase: clergy - Mark Abrey, 
Mary Crameri. Charlbury with 
Shorthampton: clergy - Judy French, 
Jan Fielden; LLM - Penny Naime. 
Wed 13 Chipping Norton Team 
ministry: clergy - Stephen Weston, 
Tony Cannon, Hugh Williams; LLMs 
-Jenny Alidina, Elizabeth Allen, John 
Forrest, Elizabeth Mann, Mike Hall, 
Stephen Freer: 

Thu 14 Great Tew with Litde Tew 
and Over with Nether Worton: clergy 
- Abbott Conway. 

Fri 15 Hook Norton with Great 
Rollright, Swerford and Wigging-ton: 
clergy - John Acreman, Wendy 
Cunningham, Christopher Turner; 
LLM - Janet Collins. 

Sat 16 Ramsden, Finstock and 
Fawlec, Leafield with Wychwood and 
Wilcote: clergy - Jane Knowles, Sarah 
Jones, Brian Ford. 

Sun 17 Third Sunday of Advent 

All who provide hospitality for those 
in need, particularly those seeking 
refuge from violence and human traf- 
ficking. 

Mon 18 Shipton-under-Wychwood 
with Milton-under- Wychwood, 

Fifield and Idbury: clergy - Wendy 
Callan, Anne Hartley; LLM - Bob 
Forster 

The 19 Bradfield Deanery. Clergy as 
they prepare through Advent for the 
festival of Christmas; members of the 
churches and their vital ministry of 
welcome and outreach. Thanks for 
the successful Back to Church 
Campaign enabling many on the 
fringes to join in more fully. Pray that 
Celebrating Bradfield 2007 prepara- 
tions may go well and that the close 
parish relationships will continue to 
grow, serving God’s kingdom. Area 
dean - Jo Loveridge; synod lay chair- 
man - Christopher Newman. 

Wed 20 Aldermaston with Wasing 
and Brimpton, and Woolhampton 


with Midgham and Beenham Valence: 
clergy - Pete Steele, Elizabeth Oke, 
John Webster; Des Foote; LLM - 
Hanslip Long. 

Thu 21 Basildon with Aldworth and 
Ashampstead: clergy - Alan Hogarth, 
Charlie Vere Nieoll, Anne Kiggell; 
LLMs - Margaret Davey, George 
Hudson; youth worker - Ray Ellis. 
Fri 22 Bradfield and Stanford 
Dingley, and Bucklehury: clergy - 
Eddie Marquez, David Chattell, 
Raymond Obin, Rosemary Green; 
LLMs - Brian Norris. Bucklehury: 
LLMs - Michael Kerry, David 
Sammon. 

Sat 23 Burghfield: clergy - Jo 
Loveridge; LLM - Amy Perry. 
Pangboume with Tidmarsh and 
Sulham: clergy - John Staples. Purley: 
clergy - Roger Howell, Jean Rothery, 
Andrew Mackie. 

Sun 24 Fourth Sunday of 
Advent Families where children and 
parents are unable to be together; espe- 
cially remembering the adults who are 
in service to the wider community. 
Mon 25 Christmas Day 
Thanksgiving for the mystery of the 
incarnation. Those for whom today 
brings sorrow instead of joy; those 
who are lonely and think no one cares 
or prays for them. 

The 26 Stephen, Deacon and 
First Martyr Those in our commu- 
nities who are intimidated because of 
their faith in Jesus Christ, those seek- 
ing refuge from persecution and all 
efforts in the diocese that support the 
persecuted church throughout the 
world. All deacons in the diocese. 
Wed 27 John, Apostle and 
Evangelist Those in the diocese 
being called to evangelise; initiatives 
for outreach; each of us that we may 
witness in our lives to the coming of 
the King of kings. 

Thu 28 Holy Innocents Vulner- 
able children and adults. Statutory and 
voluntary agencies that relieve the 
pressures of families in distress. More 
workers in the fields of practical care, 
especially those who seek to avert 
infant victims of famine, thirst, disease, 
violence, neglect and cold. 

Fri 29 Stratfield Mortimer and 
Mortimer West End with Padworth: 
clergy - Paul Chaplin, Juliet Straw. 
Sat 30 Sulham pstead Abbots and 
Bannister with Ufton Nervet: clergy - 
Peter Dewey. 

Sun 31 First Sunday of 


Christmas Theale and Englefield: 
clergy - Geoffrey Borrowdale, Brian 
Spence. 

January 

Praise the Lord! Sing to the Lord a 
new song, his praise in the assembly 
of the faithful. Let Israel be glad in its 
maker, let the children of Zion rejoice 
in their King Psalm 149: 1-2 
Mon 1 Cutting Edge ministries and 
all initiatives for a fresh expression of 
church and disdpleship for each gen- 
eration and in each particular commu- 
nity. Those who are to be ordained 
this month as deacon or priest and the 
parishes where they will serve. 

The 2 Naming and Circumcis- 
ion of Christ Buckingham Deanery 
Those who work in specialist posts: 
lower schools, training, rural and 
health care. Thank God for the signs 
of new life in village and town church- 
es through new initiatives. Our dean- 
ery ‘mapping’ exercise, that we may 
grasp the new challenges for mission 
which arise from it. Our training 
course ‘Learning for Life’, that people 
will respond to the opportunities it 
offers. Renewed vision of how to 
reach people for Christ in rural com- 
munities. Area dean - Kevin Ashby; 
lay chair - Juliet Rudolf; ecumenical 
representative - Valerie Rushton. 

Wed 3 Buckingham: clergy - Kevin 
Ashby, Philip Derbyshire, Claire 
Wood, John King; LLMs - Pat 
Faulkner; J. Nevill, Vicky Southby. 
Thu 4 Lenborough: clergy - Tom 
Gibbons, Jenny Shields. 

Fri 5 North Buckingham: clergy - 
Hans Taling, Jean Price; LLM - 
Margaret Culley. 

Sat 6 Epiphany Oxford Diocese's 
Bishops, Alan (Buckingham), Colin 
(Dorchester), and Stephen (Reading) 
and the successor to Bishop Richard 
(Oxford), their families and all direct- 
ly involved in supporting their min- 
istries. 

Sun 7 First Sunday of Epiphany 
Baptism of Christ Those who 
were baptised in the previous year and 
their families, all who are godparents 
and those involved in baptism prepa- 
ration and continuing support. 

Mon 8 Stowe: clergy - Ron 
Bundock. West Buckingham: clergy - 
Liz Simpson, Chris Carter 
The 9 Cowley Deanery. New priests, 
Margreet Armitstead and Andrew 


McKeamey; parishes in the process of 
appointing new priests. Our mapping 
process, the members of our Deanery 
Standing Committee and Synod; 
thanksgiving for the commitment and 
hard work of so many. Area dean - 
Elaine Bardwell; synod lay chairman - 
Patricia Michael; clergy - Ian Adams; 
LLMs - Philip Clayton, Alan Wakely. 
Wed 10 Blackbird Leys: clergy - 
David Parry, Fleur Houston, Patrick 
Mukholi, Roger Bume; community 
worker - Jim Hewitt. 

Thu 1 1 Cowley Team Ministry: cler- 
gy - Lome Denny, Beth Spence, 
Michael Spence; LLM - Eric Uren; 
churchwardens during the vacancy. 
Fri 12 Cowley St John: clergy - 
Adam Romanis, Jonathan Herapath, 
Keith Lamdin, Margaret Anne ASSP, 
Alwin Samuel; LLMs - Jon Bowden, 
Janet Proudman. 

Sat 13 Headington Quarry: clergy - 
Tom Honey, Linda Green; lay pastor - 
Deidre Twycross. Headington St 
Andrew: clergy - Michael Brewin; 
LLM - David Price. 

Sun 14 Second Sunday of 
Epiphany ‘Churches Together’ net- 
works, local ecumenical partnerships 
and projects, that they may be effective 
witnesses of how Christians can be 
one in Christ. Communication and 
reconciliation within Christian com- 
munities. Grace and patience to bear 
with one another when we disagree 
strongly; joy and faith in believing. 
Mon 15 Headington St Mary: clergy 
-Jonathan Sewell, Stephanie Bullock, 
Richard Chand; LLM - Bernice 
Adepegba. Highfield: clergy - James 
Cocke: LLMs - James Larminie, Eve 
Vause. 

The 16 Iffley: clergy - Andrew 
McKeamey, Darrell Hannah, David 
Barton. Littlemore: clergy - Margreet 
Armitstead, Sarah Coakley, Teresa 
Morgan, John Muddiman. 

Marston and EJsfield: clergy - Tony 
Price, Anne Holmes; LLMs - Robert 
Bruce, David Cranston, Ben 
Knighton. New Marston: clergy - 
Elaine Bardwell, Rosemary Rycraft; 
LLM - Alison Salvesen. 

Wed 17 Oxford St Clement: clergy - 
Bruce Gillingham, Jennifer Brown, 
Matt Rees, Meg Heywood, Vera 
Sinton; LLMs - Toby Garfitt, Theresa 
Gray, Kenneth Howson; licensed 
youth worker - Chris Trent. Sandford 
on Thames clergy - Robert Morgan; 
LLMs Brian Andrews, Liz Shatford. 


Thu 18 Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity ‘Where two or three 
are gathered in my name . . . Open our 
ears and loosen our tongues’, Mark 
7:31-37. 

Fri 19 Maidenhead Deanery. Our 
work together to plan our future, that 
we may find new and exciting ways to 
bring people to Christ. Area dean - 
Theresa Scott; synod lay chairman - 
Martin Chandler; deanery ecumenical 
representative - Richard Holroyd. 

Sat 20 Burchetts Green: clergy - 
Theresa Scott, Dilys Woodmore: 
LLMs - Hilary Davis, Teresa 
Kennard. 

Sun 21 Third Sunday of 
Epiphany Those who provide at? 
of unity between the churches and 
denominations to meet needs within 
their communities, e.g. housing, trans- 
port, safety, information, care. 

Mon 22 Bray with Braywood: clergy 

- George Repath. Clewer and 
Dedworth: clergy - Louise Brown. 
The 23 Cox Green: clergy - Joan 
Hicks, Margaret Bird. 

Wed 24 Furze Platt: clergy - Mark 
Balfour, Charles Parry, Jeremy Hyde: 
LLMs - Margaret Hyde, Brian Rose, 
Pat Rose, Doris S win bank: lay worker 

- Edna Coni bear. 

Thu 25 Conversion of St P Wft 

Maidenhead All Saints Boyne Hill: 
clergy - Jeremy Harris. 

Fri 26 Maidenhead St Andrew and St 
Mary Magdalen: clergy - Will 
Stileman, Neil Watkinson; LLMs - 
Ruth Knight, Jill Palfrey. 

Sat 27 Maidenhead St Luke: clergy - 
Richard Holroyd, Dick Cheek: LLMs 

- Sonya Clarke. 

Sun 28 Fourth Sunday of 
Epiphany Those within the diocese 
who stand in the gaps within society, 
who act as advocates for the disadvan- 
taged or mediators with those in dis- 
agreement. 

Mon 29 New Windsor Team 
Ministry 7 : clergy - Ainsley Swift, Mary 
Bames, David Dadswell, June 
Faulkner; John Quick; LLM - Mary 
Hutchinson. Old Windsor: clergy - 
Nigel Pocock. 

Hie 30 The Cookhams: clergy 7 - 
Michael Smith, Ryan Green, Anthony 
Welling, Terrie Robinson; LLM - 
Charles Walmsley. 

Wed 31 Waltham St Lawrence: cler 
gy - Richard Nunn.White Waltham 
with Shottesbrooke: clergy - David 
Andrew. 
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